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HER GRACE 
THE 
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. HERE are few Author's, eſpecially | 
of Romances and Novels, who have not 
deviated in ſome Meaſure from the Rules". | : 
of Grammar or Nature. The Stile is | 
generally too pompous or too commen | 
but the Writer of theſe Sheets flatters 8 

A 4 . herſelf 25 | 
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herſelf that the Reader will find nothing 
to ſurpaſs probability; and that Simpli- 
city, more than Bombaſt, has been the 
Author's Guide. i 
With this Conſideration, ſhe begs Leavg 
10 Mer it to the Public, aſſured of their 


candid Liberality; and to dedicate it to 
your Grace, as the only Perſon worthy 
rde King 
of Romances—for it is well known that 
e many Works 
% Literature ; and if the following Nar- 
rative is found worthy your eſpouſal, the 


_ Writer is amply rewarded for her Pains, 


if 


D De 
WB not—greater the Honor that is con- 
ferred upon the Author. | > we 
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So many of theſe Wirks have. been. 
already produced by the Pens of Ladies, 
that the Majority of Critics deem them 
unworthy their Peru. al : but if Ladies 
Jupply the Stage, why wot the Library? MS. 
and a good Novel in my 1 * 
the ſame Purpoſe as a good Play. 

Should my Pen ever aim at any Thing 
higher than a Novel, there is no Perſon 
I would ſooner inſcribe it to than his. 8 
Grace your "Huſband; being. by-allf th -- 
World allowed to be a Man of Senſe and | 

Generoſity, 


vi or De . on. 
Sener ity : I pray then, Madam, accept. 15 
this as your Right, and what I next 
produce 1 will deem his; ; to Wars both 


your Graces that Iam 
Nur moſt reſpectfu! 
And obedient Servant, 
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IR john Maynard and M c. Mennill a 

had for ſome months met at he 

ſame taverd, had fociably drank cher 
bottle of port together, talk d over 

the news of the day, and fou d ; 
to their mutual ſatisfaction that their” - 

ſentiments on moſt ſubjects were pretty 


neatly che ſame. Of courſe 2 friend- 
Vor. I. : 9 3 
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ſhip had inſenfibly commenced be- 


tween them, and if at any time 
either of them failed coming to their 
. uſual rendezyous, the other found a 
blank which none © of the reſt of 
the company .could ſo well fill up 
to his mind. Yet with all this inti- 


macy and cordiality they had never 
met any where elſe, nor were they 
in the leaſt acquainted with each 
other's family or connections: both 
* great Politicians, and no leſs fond 
| of their bottle, domeſtic matters. had 
| never occurred to them. One even- 
: ing however Mr. Mennill, after ex- 
preſſing the ſatisfaction he had fo 
long received | from Sir John's ac- 
quaintance, ſaid. % pray my good 
friend have you a ſon? if you have, 
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and he is as pleaſant a companion 
as 1 have found you to be, what 
ſay you to making a match between 
him and wy daughter? I can give 
her thirty thouſand pounds, and will 
do it if ſhe marries a young fellow 
after my own heart, if not, not a 
fix-pence. She is a fine girl, and 
I believe, as the world goes, a good 7 
one.” | 


| Sir John ſmiled at this blunt pro- 
d poſal: but knowing his friend was by 
„ no means a man of ceremony, re- 
; plied he had two, and either of them 
- was perfectly at the young lady's 


ſervice ; he wiſhed for nothing more 
anxiouſly than to fee them well ſet« 


_ tled, that he might have no — 
care. 
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12 Two,“ replied Mr. Mennill, © is 
exadly one too many: fi Ince your 
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eſtate and title muſt of courſe go to 
the eldeſt, and it does not follow 
that he is the moſt deſerving; at 
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leaſt 1 have obſerved the younger 


are generally che fineſt fellows; yet 
with my girl's fortune that will never 
do. However there is no rule with- 
out option ; your eldeſt may have 
the advantage in every reſpect, and 
1 know not at chis moment à man 
whoſe alliance would pleaſe me better 
1 than, your own. My wife has been 
| dead ſome years. My daughter, 1 


ke it for granted, begins to think 
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tis high ume the ſhould figure in a 


bouſe of ber own; mine, to ay 
| truth, 
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wuth, is not calculated to afford her 
all the ſatisfaction ſhe night expect. 
There are ſome circuraſtances rather 
awkward attending it; yet a man 
cannot give vp every ſatisfaction 
merely to pleaſe his children. The 
truth is, Sir John, I Have 4 leon ol 
tenderneſs for a certain perſon int my 
family, who, tho?” ſhe ſuits me very 
well, T do not think quite ſo "lights 
a companion for my girl; "out Con- 
nection was formed before Belinda 
left ſchool. You are the only perſon 
F have let i into this ſecret. Thee 
things" will happen, you know,” Sit 
John; I have had one wife, ſo ought 
every good ſubjeR; but 1 found one 
—_ Yet—you underſifind me 
: B3 now 


; any other, and, iR 1 
wmuch miſtake Four character, Sir 


convince them 'tis of no other uſe,” 
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now this matter conſidered, as my 
daughter muſt marry one day or 
other 1 ſuppoſe, why the ſooner the 
better—nor that ] will throw her 
away neither know by expe- 
rience the value of money; tis 
the ſummum banum of this world ; 
with it a man may command all 
that's worth enjoying in it, without it 
nothing. This is my maxim, nor 
ſhall 1 be eafily perſuaded. to adopt 
not very 


John, you are of the ſame opinion, 
Love is a mighty pretty. thing for 


Eirls in their teens to talk about; but 


2 few years experience never fails to 


« You 


"TRE FAIR FUGITIVE. | 7 


4, You are perfectly right, res 
plied Sir John; © and talk like a 
man whe Aer the world; but 
young folks are not eaſily made con- 
vers to this-doQrine.” _ 
4 True,” ſaid Mr. — « « but 
when a father knows he is Tight, 
1 -prefume be is at liberty to make 
converts of his children by whatever 
means he finds moſt likely to fue- 
ceed. Now a coach and fix, or 
beggary, is the kind of alternative 
few girls in theſe days T fancy 
would be bs at e to 0 decide 
upon.“ I . 2X08 4 

„Why no as var wank — 


Sir John, „ the difference is pretty 
ain 1 * but you forget 


at 


2 IV DA, n 


that a fine girt may chance to chuſe 
for herſelf an. agreeable medium, 
will take ber without -ſixpence— 
what then comes of 9 
beggary E. | 
WP + 1 moſt PEP AY I defite no 
i ' cried his friend; all I ſay 
is, that my fortune ſhall. never be 
beſtowed upon any man who does 
nat bring an equiyalent; and now 
let me aſk you, Sir John, where. your 
vo ſons are, as. I am, impatient to 
have this. buſineſs happily ſeuled.”. 
« I moſt cordially join in your 
Wiſhes,” anſwered his friend, * and 
have the pleaſure to tell you; my 
eldeſt boy is, Pom a., father's par- 
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tiality blinds me, not only the hand- 
ſomeſt, but as ſpirned a young fel 
low as any in the three kingdoms. 
No two beings were ever” greater 
contraſts to each other than him 
and his brother; they are the pro- 
duce of different mothers; for J. tho? 
my ideas of matrimony are pretty 
much like your own, was by ſome 
means or other drawn into the ſnare 
twice; the firſt J married from pru- 
dential motives; as in fat every 
wiſe man ought- to de; but I was 


fool enough to be caught by a pair 
of bright eyes the ſecond time, that 
is to ſay 1 married. for love. Let 
in point of happineſs; upon the whole 
a feather would have turned the 
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ſeale after thofe bewitching eyes were 
grown familiar to mine. Be that as 
it will, my firſt certainly knew beſt 
What ſort of heir 1 wiſhed ſhould 
enjoy my eſtate; and on that ac» 
count, if not on ſeveral others, de- 
ſerved the preference ; for my beauty 
produced me a mere bookworm; 
his whole delight is in ſtudy, nor 
do I believe the fineſt eyes that 
ever ſparkled would have. power to 
draw his from the contemplation of 
ide ſtars. Yet if you ſhould chance 
to like his character the beſt, in 
point of fortune they are nearly on 
a par, for an uncle of Edmond's, 
who has the civility to infiſt upon 
it that Charles, my eldeſt, is neither 
00 more 


ö 


bk. bat 


contrive to get it by that means, 


Cates no mortal either ſpeaks 
8 
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more nor leſs than a compleat cox- 
comb, bas ſet his brother down as 
his heir. Like to like, you know, 
Mr. Mennill, as the proverb ſays; 
for he too you may gueſs by what 
I: have faid, is a profound ſcholar, 


which: between ourſelves I look upon 


to be a profound farce; what have. 
we, who are born to inherit good 
eſtates, to do with Greek and Latin; 
if a fellow wants bread, and can 


well and good; but docs a man 
make a more brilliant figure in ſu- 
ciety becauſe his head is filled with 


* ah he can in ſpeak © al | 
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ing cheſe, the more effential accom- 


ſpiſed, and he comes from college 
a mere m— Nou _ ſon 
Charles way © ol 
% Oh! fay no more,” Anke his 


friendz Charles is the man. I 


would as ſoon 7 marry my ; girl to 2 
country ſchool-maſter as throw her 


| a4Way. upon 4 fellow, who 37 tho! be 
were rich as an emperor, would 


be more anxious to aſcertain the: c- 


laun of Cleopatra's eyes, than thoſe 


off his wife. I. deteſt your antients, 
as they call them; commend me to 


thoſe} who do as others do. I find 
no faults in the moderns, for my 


Part; they MAR: talk of the laſt Age 


WF "4 | = : : 
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as they pleaſe,” but I never. deſire to 
ſee a beiter than the preſent.” -  , 
This important point ſettled, |, as 
the two friends believed, ſo much to 
their ſatisfaction, (for they had not 
an idea that any obſtacles could poſ- 
ſibly - ariſe to prevent the accompliſh- 
ment of their plan) they parted in 
high good humour, having firſt agreed 
to meet again tde next evening to 
talk the matter over once more, 
and to appoint a day for introducing 
the parties concerned to each e 
in due form. This, and cond 5 
— to St. Georges church; »they © 
ery wiſely concluded Was all, they 
ba now to da- As te any degree 
of reluctance on * e 
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Menmill or the gay. Charles, it never 
once entered their head, and if it 
bad tis to be preſumed ſuch were 
me old genilemens notions of. love, 
and parental: authority, they. could: 
— no loſs for means to conquer 
it. The fact is, they had: net the 
. diſtant idea that a fine” girl 
with ſo large a fortune could have 
aby objections to a fine young fellow. 
win fortune equal to her on; and 
on a ſuperficial view. of the matter 
their way of thinking appears to be 
xceedingly natural; yet I. fear ſome. 
vbjeRions' will occur in the courſe 
bf che negociation, which, however 
vnexpected by the two friends, may 
chance io retard, if not wholly: diſ. 
*0ricert their meaſures, 


Miſs 
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Miſs Menvill, bad at this yeried 
Juſt entered her nineteenth” year, 
She loſt the beſt of mothers. at an 
age too young to be ſenſible. of her 
l misfortune, and ſuch. it was beyond 
; expreſſion. great to her, as her f 
ther, tho' by the world eſteemed a 
chearful good kind of man, was of 
all others leaſt qualified to ſuperin- 
tend the education of a daughter. He 
had been, and ſtill was, a free liver, 
a free thinker is now ſo faſhionable | 
«changer, thee 1 e. en © 

add he was chat alſo, it would, by 
too many of my readers. be inclu- 
daäed in the liſt of his good qualities. 
4 Some, however, there may bes whe © 
before they venture to decide the 
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| may "wiſh to have an'caſy. 
and clear definition of the appella- 
non, and to ſuch- I anſwer 'tis a 
being who never thinks at all, but who, 
with a confident ſelf ſufficient air pro- 
nounces all religion a bore, a phraſe 
which has had its day, but is, I am 
told on the point of being diſcarded. 
W hat other will · be adopted by the 
beau monde to fopply its place, is 

_ I am not yet acquainted 
; "but no doubt they will be 
8 to find one "equal 
1 | 

she © had leſt ſchool' about three 


Fears, and from that time had re- 


relation of her mothers; who, hav- 


. FERRY 7 
4 * - 1 ing 


a 
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ing no children of her own, ad 
taken particular pleafure in compleat- 
ing thoſe accompliſhments ſhe had 
already acquired by the moſt oele- 
brated maſters. Nature had formed 
her lovely —to deſcribe beauty, can 
anſwer no purpoſe, ſince tis fifty to 
one if after the moſt accurate de- 
ſcription I can give, the reader will 
form a juſt idea; let every perſon 
then, who may chance w intereſt 
themſelves. in Miſs Mernill's hiſtory; 
fuppoſe her that ſtile of 9 Ahey 
moſt admire; let me, however , addy 
the had, with a face and perſon ins 
diſputably lovely, the moſt engage 
ing manners, the moſt tender, gev 
nerous heart that ever anithate@"ſ6 
2 23% ' : fair 
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ſected vivacky, and ſo fine an under- 
ſtanding, that to know and not admire 
her, was a thing impoſſible. Such 
was . the daughter ef Mr. Mennill: 
he was truly ſenſible of ber worth, 


and not 2 litle vain of being the 
father of one fo bighly accompliſhed ;. 


yet, partial as he was to her, the 
circumſtance already mentioned, made 
him anxious to have -her. properly 
diſpoſed of, that is 10 ſay, married 
oa man of rank and fortune, Theſe 
were the only qualifications he thought 
certainly is not fingular, tho” perhaps 
a liule deceived; at leaſt there was 
à time. when other requiſites were 


deemed neceſſary; but we have found 


lde art of being happy on Jefs rigid 
terms. Lady Sedley was at this time, 
tho' not in her premier juneſſe, be- 


ing near thirty, a charming woman, 


yet her beauty was her leaſt per- 
fection. She gave her unte luctant 
hand to Fir James, who ſhe. Jooked 
upon as the moſt amiable of men 
when 100 young perhaps 10 be a2 


competem judge of merit: one un- 


fortunate defect at leaſt in his cha- 
racter the was an utter ſtranger 
to—a defect, for which Iam inclined 
to think there is no petſect remedy 
he had a tncture of ſealouſy in bs 
diſpoſition, which, in fpite/of) con. 
duct : wholly irreproachable, had oc» 

caſioned 
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eafioned much diftreſs to his lovely 
wife: ſhe was, however, ſenſible that 
mortals had no title to expect feli- 
eity in this world, that | a fomething 
there ever muſt be to prevent it, and 
cis ſhe looked upon us the barr to 
hers. Conſcious of the rectitude of 
her own heart, ſhe was reſigned to 
her fate, and took every poſſible 
means to give as little cauſe for it 
as woman could do. Sir james 
adored her; had he beheld her with 
more indifference tis probable the 
would have ſuffered leſs from that 
| fuſpicious, that tormenting paſſion. 

The family were, at the time this 
treaty took place between, the two 
l . at Sir James's ſeat, near 


ans Windſor. 
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Windſor. Miſs Mennill had paſſed 
ſome weeks with them, and pleaſed 
herſelf wih the bopes of ſpending 
the whole ſummer with her eſtimable 
friend. In the mean time, Sir John 
and Mr. Mennill had, as agreed 
upon at their laſt meeting, ſpent ang- 
ther evening together at the tavern, 
had drank a bottle or two extrjor- 
dinary while arranging their 
and before they parted had finally 
ſettled the whole buſineſs. 

Before we proceed, it may not be 
amiſs to ſay a word or two con- 
cerning Charles Maynard, for whom > 
his father is thus . kindly providing 
fo lovely a companion. Perhaps my. 
readers may have already formed an 

idea 
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idea of his character from what has 
been ſaid in a former page, and 


probably a very juſt one; however 


leſt they ſhould have failed in any 
particular trait, I will juſt add he 
was, in every ſenſe of the expreſ- 
fion, a modern fine gentleman, a 


member of all the faſhionable clubs, 


figured occafionally at Newmarket, 
lounged at the opera, laughed, 
chatted, and ogled every fine wo- 


man he met with, and was of 


courſe a prodigious favorite in every 
gay circle. I had almoſt forgot to | 
fay he was handſome, and I ſhould 


have been to blame, fince, however 


comprehenſive the phraſe a modern 
fine gentleman may be, it certainly 
h does 
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does not neceſſarily include chat de- 
firable perfection; but, with that ad- 
dition, who will preſume to diſpute 
his being an irrefiſtible creature, 
or be ſurpriſed that his father, who 
in his youth had been formed on 
the ſame plan himſelf, ſhould have 
pronounced him the fineſt young 
fellow in the kingdom. Nothing 
could be more juſt than his telling 
Mr. Mennifl the two brothers were 
in every reſpect the very reverſe of 
each other, twas not in nature to 
form a greater contraſt. Charles, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, was endowed with 
no one good quality, unleſs a hand- 
ſome perſon” and libertine principles 
can be looked upon as ſuch, yet he 


Was 
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was univerſally admired; and eſteemed 
2 lively, pleaſant companion; but 
handſome as the world allowed him 
to be, it was generally confeſſed that 
Ed mond was infinitely more ſo: 


his perſon was uncommonly fine, 


and his face in the moſt perfect 
ſtile of manly beauty. His ſmiles 
were irreſiſtibly engaging, his man- 
ner eaſy. and unaffected. Sir John, 
who had ſcarcely ever looked into 
a book ſince he left college had ſet 
him down as a mere fedant, or book- 
worm as he called it, becauſe ſtudy 


was his paſſion. He had read all 


the beſt. authors, not only in his own. 
language, but in | moſt others; and 


not merely read them, he had to 
the 
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the utmoſt improved by them both 


his heart and head; but as I truſt. 
his character will unfold itfelf 


more in the courſe of theſe me- 
moirs than I can do by my pen, 
I will add no more, except what 


I haye indeed already ſaid, that he 
was by: no means Sir John's fa- 
vorite. Charles was every thing in 


his eyes, and no great wonder ſince 


he was exactly what he had been 
himſelf when of his age, and what | 
he deeply regretted | it was no longer | 


in his power to be, 


Having, as 1 ſaid * ſettled 
; all matters with Mr. Mennill bighly 
to their mutual ſatisfaction, the lat- 


ter, in conſequence of their plan, wrote 
he following letter to his daughter. 
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TO MISS MENNILL, 


. BEAR BELINDA, 


th 
| 
12 
4 
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1 ſorry to ſhorten a viſit from 
which you promiſed yourſelf fo 

much pleaſure. My motives when 

known will 1 truſt reconcile you to 

the diſappointment. I will ſend the 

carriage for you on Tueſday  morn- 

ing: if you can prevail upon Sir 

James and Lady Sedley to accom- 

pany you to town, they cannot doubt 

my being happy to ſee them. 
Your affectionate father 
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« Heavens?!" 
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«© Heavens !” cried Miſs Mennill. 
having read the above as ſhe and 
her friend were chatting together 
in her drefling room) * what can 
this unexpected ſummons mean? ſurely 
my father is not ill? no; his motives 
are it ſeems to reconcile me to the / 
mortification; nay the letter is wrote 


by himfelf——yery ill . he 
cannot be.“ \ | 
£ „Why thus flurried my dear vie; a 


' faid Lady Sedley; I fee nothing ex- 
traordinary in his wiſhing to have 
your company however I may regret 
the loſs of it; your lively imagina- ; 
tion is apt now and then to outrun a 
your judgment.“ he 

„Thank you for your cotnpllingtngs: 
Co Ä 
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cried Miſs Menaill, ſmiling, © pray 


now let me have your ladyſhip's 
ſentiments on this perplexing event, 


e 3 * * 


—— AA 
- 


for I confeſs it puzzles me, ſince 1 
cannot even gueſs what the buſineſs 
can be?“ 

S Suppoſe, 1 "Rt Labs Sedley, 
« a lover ſhould be in the caſe? 
would not Mr. Mennill be perfectly 
right in ſaying his motives would 
reconcile you to the diſappointment?” 
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That depends upon circunaſtan- 


ſhrewdly ſuſpeR, if he really has a 
project of that ridiculous nature in 


in opinion on the ſubject. To his 


*» 


ſtranger, 


ces, anſwered Belinda; and I 


his head, we may chance to differ 


enden on . I am no 


— 
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ſtranger, what are mine he has never 


yet deigned to aſk, taking it for 
granted. a daughter has only to obey, 
to give her hand when ordered to 
do ſo, to make her beſt curtſey, and 
be thankful. Now I or the contrary 
but how ridiculous! no, no, believe 


me he is not ſo very provident, nor 
ſo great an advocate for that holy 
ſtate as to give himſelf any trouble 


about fettering me. Come, my dear 
creature, let us ſay no more about 


it, for go I muſt; fo let us have 


one more delightful ramble before I 


am driven out of this paradiſe; put 
on your hat, and let us ſet out; Sir 


James will Perhaps accompany us. 


Apropos, in my flurry I have very 
| C4 e 
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civilly forgot to intreat you will if 
poſſible cemply with my father's re- 


queſt; do for pity's ſake go with 
me, and then I ſhall not care fix 


— — Ss * 4 


pence what are his motives.” 
« That my dear you are ſenfible 

1s out of my power; or haye you 
forgot that we expect Mr. and Mrs. 
Cardigan to ſpend 2 week with us, 
abated here this 
very day. 
Ah! bow horridly Wie * 
cried Miſs Mennill; * but for theſe 
formal ſouls you would probably have 
indulged me. A whole week? why 
my dear creature you will die of 
the vapours before that period is half 
a | 
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Think 
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© Think then,” returned her friend, 
«© whether I have not cauſe to regret 
your abſence, whoſe charming viva- 
city would effectually have prevented 
fo fatal a cataſtrophy.“ 

Sir James now joined them, and 
aſked if they were inclined to walk, 
as the morning was ſo fine. | 

* Oh,” cried Eelinda, I for my 
part am perfectly inclined to do any 
thing in the world except the very 
thing I am ordered: to do.“ 

« Had I taken the liberty o ſay 
as civil a thing of you,” replied Sir 
James, laughing, I ſhovld have got 
into a pretty ſcrape. Pray may 1 
aſk- what this order may be that has 
extorted ſo honeſt a confeſſion? 


C 4 Saucy © 
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«©. Saucy as uſual,” cried Belinda; 
there read that eloquent billet-doux, 
and then tell me if J have not cauſe 
for my ill humour.“ 

We have infinitely more cauſe,” 
replied Sir James, © if you mean to 
comply.” | | 

O comply I muſt, that's too clear 
a caſe: my good father, though a 
pretty good one all things conſidered, 
is not a man to be jeſted with, He 
has a will of his own, ſo have }: 
but che misfortune is he has an idea 
that mine is on no occaſion to take 
abs lead. Think of his dragging me 
to ton at this ſweet feaſan, after 
promiſing you-ſhould 
my company till you was. 


. 1 4 
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honored with 
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of it—that I think was his flattering 
expreſſion, was it not, Lady Sedley ?” 

« Something like it,” replied her 


friend, . though not quite ſo expreſ- 
five. Suppoſe I were to write a line,” 
continued her ladyſhip, © and let him 
know we at preſent feel no alarming 
ſymptoms?” - 

Ah, you might as well addreſs 
your epiſtle to the man in the moon, 
His decrees are as fixed as thoſe of 
the Medes and Perſians, If J durſt, 

1 would ſay the old gentleman, when 
he is pleaſed to take a thing in his 
head, be it right or be it wrong, (and 
the latter will now and then happen 
in ſpite of his fatherly wiſdom) he 
is as obſtinate as a certain four legged . 
8 animal 
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animal with long ears. But as a du- 

tiful daughter I would not hint a thing 

of this nature for the world; go 1 

poſitively muſt, ſo let me take one 

ſweet ramble before I bid you adieu.“ 
Away they went. 

Next morning, Mr. Mennill's car- 
riage was at the door before they 
had finiſhed their breakfaſt. Belinda 
took a reluctant leave of her agree- 
able friends, promiſing if poſſible to 
return in a few days, and was ſooner 
than ſhe wiſhed for ſet down at her fa- 
ther's in Portland Place, 

„ Well, my dear Belinda,” ſaid 
he, ſmiling, as ſhe entered, -* I hope 
you are not very much diſpleaſed at 
my ſending for you from your friend.” 
. Nor 
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« Not very much, my. dear Sir, 
replied ſhe, 

«© Oh, you confeſs then. you are a 
little fo.” | 

*® Tes, a. little I own, the coun-- 
try is at this time fo delightful; 
but your commands: are eyer a law- 
to me.” 

„Thats a: good girl, ſaid her 
father, © and if you continue to ſee 
them. in that proper light, I promiſe- 
to make you one of the happieſt: 
girls in England.” 

«© Upon: my. word, Sir,” cried 
Belinda, © that will be a noble re- 
ward indeed for doing my duty; 
but to ſay truth 1 think 3 nearly 
ſo already. 


« ave 
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“% Have you no curioſity,” aſked 
Mr. Mennill, © to know why. I have 
ſent for you home?“ 

Oh! a voſt deal, replind ſhe, 
6 but miſſes, never . they have 
any, you know.“ 6 
Well, fince you are more honeſt 
thap other young ladies,” replied he, 
ſmiling, © I will gratify it: I am 
to have a few friends to dine with 
me to-morrow, and wanted au to 
do he, honors of the table“ 

& Nay now, my dear vir, you are 
certainly joking; how many good 
dinners have you given without my 
company; bow could you be ſo 
cryel to ſend for me merely to carve 
- a chicken?” 7; 
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© Oh, but you may perhaps while 
doing that, * nn on of more 
importance. | c [1 


| « Oh if. I can manage to do one 
1 thing at a time as it ſhould be,” cried 
Miſs Mennill, laughing, „tis all 
you can reaſonably . from ” 
giddy a head as mine is. 
Well, well, put on all your miles 
and graces, and we ſhall ſee.“ 
Oh,“ replied Belinda, that 
comes of courſe if there are any 
beaux in the queſtion, if your party 
are all females, tis another aſſair, 
they may chance to like me as 
well, if not better, without them.“ 
1 Apropos,” | ſaid Mr. Mengill, 
** ſuppoſe you ſend a card to your . 


* 


have put the idea of conqueſt into 
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friend, Miſs Bamfield, and any other: 
you. think Proper; for, to tell you 


the truth, the friends I have invited 
are all of the other ſex, and you 
may find it more agreeable to add 
one or two of your own; theſe mat- 
ters 1 e wholly to your manage- 
ment.“ a 

« Very. well, Sir,” anfwered ſhe, 
« I am glad I happened to mention 
that circumſtance; but ſince you 


my head, I muſt take care to invite 4 
none likely to eclipſe myſelf. Miſs Þ 


Bamfield is rather too handſome, 


however I will take my chance.“ > 
Having diſpatched her card, _ "3 
next fat down to write a few lines to 


Lady Sedley as follows, 


., 10 
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TO LADY SEDLEY.. 


3 As ſure as fate my is has 
3 more in his+ head than uſual. I 
really begin to fancy your ladyſhip's 
conjecture is not totally void of foun- 


dation; he received me with the 
higheſt good humour, ſeems in un- 
commonly high fpirits, and in ſhort 
hinted ſomething about putting on 
all my ſmiles and graces, in order | 
to conquer no doubt. Heaven only 
knows what kind of a being it is 
he intends I am to try their power 
upon ; but the firſt peep I get will 
determine the point with me. Should 
I not like the creature's appearance, 
I ſhall be very ſparing of both, no 
neceſſity 
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neceſſity you know to waſte thoſe: 
precious treaſures, What confirms me 
in this opinion is, that Willſon, when 
I called her to give her ſome or- 
ders, ſimpered, and fidgeted if poſſible 
more than uſual. Whether ſhe is 
in the ſecret J know not, tho' *tis 
more than probable, for ſhe is a 
wonderous favorite of my father's, 
tho 1 cannot ſay ſhe ſo perfectly 
anſwers my ideas of perfection; but 
there's: no accounting for taſte. 1 
could to be ſure have aſked if ſhe 
knew who the gueſts. were my fa- 
ther had invited; but I ſaw ſhe wiſhed 
for nothing better, and on that very 
account reſtrained my curioſity. Had 
eg ſet her tongue a going, - and 
hs nn, 
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particularly on ſuch a text, ſuppoſing 
there is a ſecret, it is hard to fay 
when it would have ceaſed. 

After all 'tis poſſible - I may be 
wholly miſtaken; mortified I cer- 
tainly ſhall not be; for however de- 
firable a few lovers may be, yet 1 
am for chuſing them myſelf, fince 
my good father's ideas on that ſub- 
ject may chance to differ as far from 
mine as they do in regard to the | 
pert Mrs. Willſon, 2:21. 254193. 126 

Say nothing of all this filly chat f 
to Sir James, as he will have cauſe 
to rally me ſhould I be deceived. 
You ſhalt know all, how, and about 
it, when the day is over; indeed L 
ruſt when it is J ſhall be permitted 


to 
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to return. Sure I am if that plea- 
ſure is denied me, it will be no eaſy 
matter to force a ſmile. Adieu! my 
dear friend. My compliments to Sir 
James, and the nervous Mrs. Cardigan. 
What a joyous piece of ſtill life it 
Tour ever, 
B. MaxxILL. 


Whether Belinda ſat longer at 
| her toilet next morning or not, I 
cannot with certainty affirm; but tis 
Moſt certain appearances were not 
againſt her; for never had the la- 
bours of it produced a happier 
effect; ſhe was if poſſible more lovely 
that. day than. ever. Her taſte in 
dreſs. 
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dreſs was truly elegant; a profuſion 
in finery has no aid to beauty; and 
ſhe judged wiſely. She was of act 
ſon's opinion, 


« That beauty when ——_ 150 adorned 
. the moſt, 


When the entered the drawing 
room, Mr, Mennill, looking upon 
her with pleaſure, ſaid, upon my 
word, Belinda, you are armed at all 
points for conqueſt to day. The air 
of Windſor has given a fine bloom 
to your complection, or have you 
purchaſed it of Warren?” . 

© No, thank heaven,” cried ſhe, 
ſmiling, © 1 am not yet reduced to 
that miſerable caſe. Such as it is, 

"tis 
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*tis all my own; and, fince the air 
of Windſor has produced ſo flattering 


a change, I truſt you will ſuffer me - 


to return in a day or two leſt I 
ſhould loſe. it again in this ſuffocating 


town.“ 


* That,” replied her facker, ec will | 


depend upon ' circumſtances. Should 
vou be as anxious to return to-morrow 
as you ate 10: - 

„ Nay, my dear Sir, you muſt 
think me a moſt unſteady creature 
indeed,” cried ſhe, if you ſuppoſe 


-. © 1 


1 onèꝰ day.“ "#7 4 


: And yet it have a Arange | pre- 
Ghent that you will do th Be- 
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J can * my mind fo violently | 
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linda,“ replied he, with an expreſſive 
ſmile. | 
What can all this mean, thought 
Miſs Mennill, and began to feel a 
kind of palpitation. 

Whether ſhe would have aſked 
any more | queſtions, I know not, 
for at that moment Miſs Bamfield, 
and Lady Ann Rochley were an- 
nounced. 27 
„Ah! my dear creature,” erica | 
both the ladies in a breath, as they 
paid their compliments to Belinda, 
bow glad I am you are returned 
eo us. What could tempt you to 
ſtay ſo horridly long at Windſor.?“ 
* Every thing defirable in life, 
replied Miſs Mennill, * the company 
of 


* 
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of your fair ſelves n that in- 
deed was wanting.“ 

* Oh! you civil creature, faid 
Lady Ann; * yet tho' wanting, you 
-contrived, it would ſeem, to do mighty ' 
well without us.” 

« Why one cannot, your  adyſhip 
knows, have every thing juſt as one 
would wiſh in this filly n of 


3» 


Ours. 


« Silly world!” cried _ Bam- 


field, I vow I like that epithet 
of all things; tis quite new, | tho? 


» ridiculous enough by the by; for 1 


look upon this world as a very ſen- 
fible, pretty kind of a world as one 
can, reaſonably deſire.” 
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« For my part,” ſaid Lady Ann, 

40 Iywould never defire a better.” 

6 Oh be under no apprehenſion,” 

BH faid Mr. Mennill, ſiy ly; « you mo- 
dern fine ladies have no great chance 

por it.“ 

For what? I beſeech you, cried 

her ladyſhip; © what does he mean, 

Belinda ?” 1 1 1 Ob 

« Mean,” replied he, Why 


% 


better world; did you not fay you 
never deſired it.” 

Heavens! was there ever ſo 
horrid an infinuation. Pray now, my 
good friend, what have we poor 
modern fine ladies done that you 
ſhould thus exclude us from that 
or beiter world, if there is a better. 


I ſuppoſe 
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IJ. ſuppoſe you have beſpoke it for 
yourſelf and a few of your ſelected 
friends; and indeed if we are to 


believe all that's ſaid about it by 
the over wiſe ones, you will not 
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find yourſelves violently crouded. 
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My aunt, who is a methodiſt, has 
| I fancy been giving you a lecture.“ 
oh I beſcech you, tell me,” 
cried Belinda, what is a me- 
thodiſt; one hears of them perpe- 
| tually, but I never yet could get a 
ſatisfactory definition of them, tho 
really long to have the matter 


#\ 


made clear to me.“ 


Lord don't you know what a 
methodiſt is? ſaid Miſs Bamfield. 
x » Whos T ; «No, 
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% No, upon my honor,” replied 
Miſs Mennill. 

« Oh then you need not be long 
at a loſs, Rte Ann can fully in- 
form you.“ 

« Moſt willingly,” ſaid her lady- 
thip; © why you muſt know: they 
are generally of the poorer ſort of 

| folks, tho now and then a perſon 
of faſhion's head may be turned by 
them. They preach, and pray, and 
pretend to be prodigiouſly pious, 
would not muſs going to church for 
the world, keep what is called good 
hours, that is, go ſoberly to bed when 
we are getting up, rail againſt the 
follies of the world, and in ſhort 

Vol. I. D Atte 


i 
iT i 
4 
i $4 
 - Bt 
1 nl 
LU 5 
_ 
—_ 
= 
\ + 1] 
1 9 
l N 
_ 
1 
'S | 
t * 
t J | 
_ 
0 li 
[Ut 
i" Wl 
| | 
124 
| 
_ 1 
I 


beings.” 
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are a ſtrange fort of unaccountable 


“ And is that all?” ſaid Belinda; 
4 why I do not find any thing ſo 
deſperately bad in all this; I have 
been taught to look upon them as 
a ſet of mad enthuſiaſts; by your 
ladyſhip's account I think they are on 
the contrary a very quiet, rational 
ſet of beings, unleſs. you can con- 
vince me that preaching, praying, 


and going to church is irrational, 
for this ſeems to me the only crimes 


laid to their charge.“ 
„ Oh!” cried Lady Ann, © but 
that is not all, they are a queer, for- 
mal, humdrum ſet of wretches; you 
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have no idea how horridly diſa- 
grecable they make themſelves.” 

« ”Tis 2a thouſand pities,” ſaid 
Miſs Mennill, laughing, “ for really 
were it not that you affirm they 
do make themſelyes diſagreeable, I 
do not ſee that it is the natural 
effects of their mode of life; per- 
haps they appear ſo only to thoſe 
who neither preach, pray, nor go to 
church.” 

They were now interrupted by 
the entrance of Sir John May- 
nard, and his two ſons, nor. was 
the ſubje&t .renewed; they found 
others infinitely more to their taſte. 
What they were, will beſt appear 
by Miſs Mennill's letter to her 

D 2 friend, +. 
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CHAPTER Ih 


„ 


10 LADY SEDLEY:. 


Ils even ſo, my deareſt friend; 
your conjectures are perfectly 
right; 'tis plain my father is deter- 
mined at all events to get quit of- 
che charge of his daughter, or he 
would never have formed the idea 
of giving her to the infignificant, 
fluttering animal he has, to my in- 
finite mortification, made choice of. 
I foreſee much trouble and vexa- 
D 3 tion 
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tion from this ill concerted plan, I 
know him too well to believe he 
will think my vate in the bulineſs 
of any weight, indeed he has preity 
clearly told me ſo, as your lady- 
ſhip ſhall hear. I told you one 
glance would decide che matter with 
me, and I told you truth—my fate 
I fear is decided. Good heayens} 
how very unfortunate it is that pa- 
rents and children ſo very ſeldom 
fee things of this important kind in 
the ſame. point of view; but let me 
_endeavour to be more explicit, that 


your ladyſhip may know the reaſon 
of my being thus diſconcerted. 
I was pretty certain from ſeveral 


hints that dropped from my father, 
that 


- 
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that he had a match in view for 


me, and that I was torn from you, 
my dear Lady Sedley, on that ac-⸗ 
count; yet I was not let fully into 
the important ſecret; oh, that I had, 
I might then perhaps have been 
more on my guard, I might at 
leaſt have done my utmoſt to keep 
my eyes from gazing on an ob- 
ject but too amiable for my 
yet had I been blind, had 
only miſtreſs of the ſenſe of hear- 
ing, the very ſound of his voice 
but let me, as I was faying, pro- 
ceed methodically. Oh, my dear 
lady, ſure no creature was ever fo 
mortified, ſo wretchedly diſappolcted 
as your poor Belinda, 


2 Lady 
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Lady Ann Rochley, and Miſs 
Bamfield, were of our dinner party; 
you know them both; fine ladies. 
Who the beaux were to be I was 
not to be informed till their ar- 
rival. That moment came at laſt, 
and I will honeſtly confeſs found 
me not a little flurried ; twas ridi- 
culous no doubt, but the idea of 
what might be the conſequence put 
it out of my power to be perfectly 
indifferent. The ladies had been 
with us ſome little time chatting 
about trifles as uſual, when the 
drawing room door opened, and a 
2 ſervant announced Sir John May- 
nard and his two ſons; which of 
the three, thought I, is to be the 
4 hero 


/ 
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hero of the day; the father Pll lay 
my life. This idea ſoon gave place 
to others more intereſting they were 
introduced in form, by which means 
I found the object whoſe firſt ap- 
pearance, even before he had opened 
his lips, had ſtruck me as the moſt 
elegant creature I had ever beheld, 
was the youngeſt ſon; a bad omen, 
I fear, thought I; for if my father 
really has any views of this kind, 
he knows the world too well not 
to find more charms in the heir 
than in a younger brother tho” he 
was endowed with all the virtues. 
that ever adorned human nature. 

In this ſtate of uncertainty was I 


— to paſs the * ; nothing 


D 5 particular © * > 
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Particular was ſaid by either of the 
old gentlemen; but Mr. Maynard, 
who looks upon himſelf as an irre- 
ſiſtible being, paid me ſo many high 
flown compliments, ſaid ſo many | 
inſipid filly things with a view to | 
perſuade me I had made a conqueſt | 
of his infignificant heart, that I was 
fully convinced of the dire& con- 
trary, and that he not only beheld 
me with perfe& indifference, but 


was utterly incapable of being in 


love with any mortal except himſelf. 
The amiable, the elegant Edmond— 
oh, Lady Sedley ! what a contraſt !— 
ke, without any ſuch intention I fear, 
made ſo deep an impreſſion on 
mine, that 1 am perſuaded no time, 


no 
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no power on earth, will ever be 
able to efface it. Think then what 
a ſituation I am in; what have 1 
to look forward to but miſery ? 

| Excuſe my being more particular. 
I have forgot every thing that paſſed 
that fatal day, except that on it I 
loſt my heart. 

Next morning at breakfaſt Well, 
Belinda,” ſaid my father, * how do 
you hke the new friends I intro- 
duced to you yeſterday "os 
As your's, Sir,” replied I, they | 
muſt ever be agreeable to me.” 

« Very civilly anſwered,” ſaid bs; 
* but not quite ſo explicit as T wiſhed. 
Would you now, my dear, perſuade 
me you. * peng a whole day 

with 
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with two ſuch handſome young fel- 
lows as the Maynards, and only find 
them agreeable on my account; 


come, come, be honeſt for once; 


and tell me freely what you think 


of them,” , 


* Why would you, my Fs Sir, 
wiſh your daughter to fall in love 
then with every handſome man ſhe 
may happen to ſpend a day with?” | 

Not abſolutely every one, Be- 
linda; that would rather be a trou- 


bleſome piece of buſineſs ; but I ſuppoſe 
vou do mean to fall in love, as you call 


it, one day or other with ſomebody.” 
1 Not till ſomebody falls in love with 
me, Sir, if you pleaſe; mifles ought not 
to be quite ſo forward, you know.” 
80 
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« 80 you beheld them both with 
perfect indifference then,” ſaid he, 
ſmiling. * Tis a pity, daughter, for 
one of them I promiſe you did not 
ſo eafily eſcape from: the mY of 
your charms.” 

The flatterer Hope now e 
in my ear, perhaps 'tis Edmond; my 
father is rich; who knows but charmed 
by his worth he may overlook his 
want of fortune and prefer his daugh- 
ter's happineſs to wealth. This de- 
lightful thought darted acroſs my 
mind while he ſpoke, and for a mo- 
ment gave me unſpeakable felicity. 
Ah! Lady Sedley! it was * for 
one poor moment. | 

And Pray Sir,” faid I, “ on 

which 
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which of your young friends haye ! 
had the honor to work this miracle d 

No great miracle neither, Be- 
linda; but humility is an amiable 
virtue, and fo let it paſs. Firſt tell 
me, however, on which would you 
have wiſhed to have wrought it had 
you had your choice?” 

O on the youngeſt out of pure 
charity,” replied I, endeayouring to 
put on an air of chearful indifference; 
you ſee humility is not the only virtue 
+ poſſeſs; no fear af the eldeſt wanting 
admirers, his title and eſtate will ſe- 
cure chat point, while poor Edmond's 
good qualities, with neither, may chance 
to be overlooked unleſs he meets 


with . 
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with ſome generous ſpirited fair one 
like myſelf.“ 

« He is prodigiouſly obliged to 
your generoſity I muſt confeſs,” ſaid 
my father rather gravely, but as 
I am not of quite ſo charitable a 
diſpoſition I do not find myſelf at 
all inclined to ſecond your very pious 
purpoſe ; but make yourſelf eaſy, Ed- 
mond, though not the man of my 
choice, and of courſe not of your's, 
is not in a fituation to require ſo 
great a ſacrifice; he has a good eſtate 
of his own independent of his fa- 
ther, ſo you ſee you need not give 
him the preference merely becauſe you 
fancied it would be a meritorious 
2908. But we have trifled long 


enough 


„ x Ea 


enough, Belinda, and I will'now in- 
form you that the elder is the man 
I have made choice of for a ſon, 
and expect you will from this day 
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forward look upon him as the man 
who is to be your huſband. I truſt 
you will do me the juſtice to ac- 

- knowledge I have made ſuch a choice 
as you can have no objections to. 
He is young, handſome, well bred, 
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and heir to his father's title and eſtate; 
a liſt of good qualities which I think 
may ſatisfy the ambition of any girl 
in England. Let me ſee proofs of 
your gratitude in the ready obedience 
you pay to my wiſhes, Sir John, 
I give you my word, is no leſs pleaſed 
with you than I am with his ſon, and 
| fince 
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fince this is the caſe there is no oc- 
caſion for fruitleſs delays: All matters 
in regard to ſettlements we have 
already arranged, ſo nothing remains 
for you to do my dear girl but to 


ſend for your milliner, mantua maker, 
&c. that you may as foon as poſſi- 
ble be the happieſt of wives, as I 
ſhall in that caſe be of fathers.” 

_ « Surely you are not ſerious, my 
dear Sir,” ſaid I; © can you ſuppoſe 
I am able on ſo very” ſhort an ac- 
quaintance to know enough of Mr. 
Maynard's diſpoſition to decide a point 
of ſuch infinite importance?“ 

No certainly,” replied he; I 
ſhould be moſt unreaſonable indeed 
were 1 to ſuppoſe any ſuch matter; 

| and 
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and what is more, 1 do not think 
you or any girl of your age a pro- 
per judge of thoſe affairs, had you 
been acquainted with him. from your 
infancy; and F have very wiſely on 
that account ſaved you the trouble 
of deciding ;. for which take my word: 
for it a day will come on which you. 
will be ſenfible/ I have: ated: as alli 
prudent fathers. who have a real re- 
gard for their children's happineſs: 
ought to do, whatever you may with 
true feminine perverſeneſs think at: 
preſent. Be aſſured tis only by age 


and experience this knowledge can 
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be acquired. To theſe advantages you 
are yet a ſtranger; be thankful then, 
Belinda, that you have a father who 

| is 


THE FAIR FUGITIVE. 67 


is, not only willing but able to decide 
what is moſt el to infure your 
felicity.” 

«© But my dear fir,” cred I, 
ſhocked beyond expreſſion to find 
him ſo cooly determined, © I befgech 
you to hear me one moment with 


your uſual indulgence.” | 
As many moments as you lets; 


daughter,“ ſaid he, interrupting me, 


“provided I am to hear no objec- 
tions. Spare yourſelf as well as me 
that trouble; I know all I have done 
is for your good; what other view: 
can I have?“ 


« Oh Sir!“ 


* None of your ok! or as! I in- 


treat you Belinda; this is mere per- 


verſeneſs. 
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verſeneſs. You confeſs you are not 


acquainted with him, how then in 


the name of common ſenſe can you 
preſume to offer objections. I know 
him well; I have told you he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of every requiſite to render 
you the happieſt of: your filly, ob- 
ſtinate ſex. I will not ſuppoſe you. 
quite ſo impertinent as to deny me 
to judge.” 

] am very far from being ſo im- 
pertinent, my dear fir,” ſaid I, © yet 
furely, kind and indulgent as I have 
ever found you, you will not now: 
| refuſe to hear me patiently.” 


* I have already told you, Be- 


linda, 1 am ready to hear you as 
long as you pleaſe; but ] have alſo 
told 
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20ld you on what condition; and by - 
all this filly ſtuff it appears to me 
you are not diſpoſed to obſerve it. 
So here let our converſation end for 
the preſent; go and prepare what- 
ever you think neceſſary; ſpare no 
expence; my purſe ſhall with plea- 
ſure anſwer all your demands; 
point of time you ſhall not be hur- 
ried; in a fortnight or three weeks 
1 ſhould imagine all your finery may 
be ready; as for more important 
matters, I ſhall take that troylly 
upon myſelf.” 

So ſaying, my dear Lady Sedley, ; 
he left me to reflect at leiſure on 
this horrid, this cruel and truly mor- 


tifying buſineſs, And. now my dear > . l | 


friend 
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friend tell me, adviſe me what I am 
to do, Marry that conceited irffignifi- 
cant coxcomb I cannot, and never 
will; how then am I to proceed in 
order to avoid it? this is a point on 
which I am utterly at a loſs how to 
decide. 1 ſee too plainly my father's 
heart is ſet upon the match. Too 
well do I know his temper ; he will 
not recede from the engagement he 
has 'made; and as for the creature 
deſtined to torment me, I have no 
hope, from him, becauſe tis plain 
my fortune is his only inducement 


for conſenting to it, What a wretch 
muſt he be! yet his conduct will be 
applauded by the fathers of both, 
While I am condemned merely for 


. 


preſuming 
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preſuming to fancy it neceſſary one 
ſhould at leaſt have ſome little pre- 
ference for the man one is to paſs 
ones life with; but as I have already 
ſaid, I will die—yes abſolutely die, 
rather than give either my hand or 
heart to a being, who, ?*tis as clear 
as the ſun, cares no more for me 
than for any other woman. of equal 
fortune; how indeed ſhould he? Yet 
dying is no very pleaſant remedy, 
my dear Lady Sedley; however 1 
truſt 1 ſhall not be driven to that 
wretched alternative : my father's wrath 
expect; 'tis poſſible too he may 
uſe harſh meaſures to bring me to 
his purpoſe. I muſt endeavour 'to 
bear them the beſt way I can. 
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Thank heaven, he cannot compel 


me —we live in a land of liberty. 


Without my conſent the marriage 
never can take place, and that 1 
neyer will conſent is no leſs certain. 


- I truſt I have a proper idea of a 


father's authority, not for worlds would 


1 knowingly rebel againſt it; but 


furely, my dear Lady Sedley, it is 
. 
would perſuade me, that I have no 
right to marry without his conſent, 
tho' even to this I think there may 


be exceptionable caſes; the conſent 


of a parent may be withheld from 


mere caprice, from abſolute tyranny; 
there are not wanting inſtances of it; 
would a fon or daughter under ſuch 


a 1 circum- 
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circumſtances be blameable for daring 
to diſobey? ſurely not; an improper 
match I truſt I never ſhall make, 
but no power on earth ſhall ever 
perfuade me to marry a man for 
whom + I do not at leaſt feel ſome - 
degree of partiality. But this May- 
nard! heaven defend me from ever 
being the wife of ſuch an inſignift- 
cant coxcomb! You may perhaps, 
my dear Lady Sedley, tell me I 
hive too haſtily formed an idea of 
his diſpoſition: indeed I have not; 
tis wrote in legible characters 1 in his 
every look and action. Amiable and 
engaging as his brother appears, I 
would not ſo decidedly pronounce 
him deſerving all I think of him, as 

Vor. I, E 1 have 
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| have done of the other; I may be 
deceived, though I think I am not; 
but as to the conceited wretch, born 
| fear to be my torment, I am po- 
ſitively certain I do him no injuſtice. 
Adieu, my deareſt friend; may 
you ever enjoy all the happineſs 
you ſo juſtly merit. My compliments 
to Sir James. 


. Your's, 


Bei1ndaA MENNILL.“ 


When Sir John made the appoint- 
ment to dine with his friend, Edmond 
was not in town, but hoping to ar- 
riye the night before; his father, 

. ia | elate 
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clate with the proſpect of ſo fine a 
match for his favourite, after telling - 
him of it, and ſaying every thing 
was finally ſettled, he defired he 
would take that opportunity to pay 
his reſpeQs to his ſiſter elect. To this 
propoſal he made no objections, and 
very cordially wiſhed his brother joy 
on his approaching felicity. 

«© Thank you,” replied Charles, 
« for your good wiſhes, What por- 
tion of felicity may be allotted me 
I know not, but happy are they you 
know, Edmond, who expect nothing, 
for they ſhall not be diſappointed. 
Matrimony 1 look upon to be a 
bitter pill at beſt, but [in a half whiſ 
per,] as my finances are a little de- 
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ranged at preſent, , the damſel's for- 


tune 'at leaſt will be a convenient 


circumſtance, however inconvenient 1 


may find it to be fettered to herſelf. 
But thanks to our kind ſtars we 
have found means to aboliſh the old 
faſhioned idea of *tull death do us 
In thoſe 
days a man muſt have been con- 
foundedly fond of ſhackles before 


he could reſolve to put them on, 


on ſuch curſedly ridiculous terms, 
were the woman an angel.” 

" Upon my word,” cried Edmond, 
« 1 never heard a more lover-like 
ſpeech. If the lady's ſentiments on 
the ſubject are equally modern, I 
think you bid fair to be as happy 


a pair 
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a pair as can be defired. Pray, if 
I may aſk, what kind of a being is 
this Miſs Mennill, who is to have 
the enviable felicity of calling you 
lord and maſter ?” 

„What kind of being? replied. 
Charles; O the Lord above and 
my provident father. alone knows, 
for faith 1 never once thought of 
aſking the queſtion, though it was 
natural enough too. He told me 
her father and himſelf had made 
the bargain, that ſhe was to have 
thirty thouſand down on the natl, and 


as much more at the old fellow's 


death.“ 


* You aſtoniſh me!” cried Ed- 
mond. ls it poſſible matters have 
E 3 actually 
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actually gone ſo far, and you have 
not yet ſecn the lady?” 

«© Poflible!” replied his brother; 
* why what is there extraordinary 
in that? She is a woman ! ſuppoſe, 
and for a wife I would not give 
ſixpence for the liberty to chuſe from 
the whole ſex. Take my word for 
it my ſober brother that once mar- 
ried they are all alike.” 6 5 

“Vet you modern beaux, Charles, 
find charms now and then in the 
wives of your friends. "How is this 
to be accounted for on your prin- 
ciples ?” | 
Oh that is quite another affair.” 
anſwered Charles; another man's wife 
may have . charms in my eyes 

than 
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than ſhe had while fingle. I could 
give you a thouſand excellent reaſons 
for this; but you are ſuch a queer, 
ſentimental, inſenſible fellow, that I 
doubt whether they would appear 
ſatisfactory.” | 

« Why to tell you the truth,” 
replied Edmond, © | have my doubts 
on the ſubject. With theſe very re- 
fined notions,” continuew he, © 1] 
ſuppoſe you would think it a mark 
of vulgarity to blame a man . who 
might chance to diſcover charms in 
your's ?” 

Oh! the greateſt bore in nature! 
cried he; © that kind of polite in- 
tercourſe is perfectly underſtood! a- 


mongſt people of a' certain dane, 


E 4 But 
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But for this, matrimony would be 
the very d 2 

„Well, Charles,” ſaid Edmond, 
ſmiling, if you are not at leaſt 
tolerably eaſy in that ſtate, I muſt 
do you the juſtice to ſay *rwill be 
no fault of your's; ſo you really 
would perſuade me you do not care 
ſixpence whether ſhe is young, hand- 
ſome, old o. ugly.” ' 

„ Not a doit, by Jnpiter,” cried 
the bridegroom; if the latter, you 
know, Edmond, I may chance to 
have the ſingular ſatisfaction of hav- 
ing her all to myſelt.” 

It may not be amiſs to obſerve 
to my readers, that Sir John was 
not preſent at this converſation be- 
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1 tween 
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tween his ſons, tho' I believe I 
may venture to add, if he had, it 
would only have ſerved to confirm 
him in the opinion that Charles was 
beyond all diſpute a compleat fine 
gentleman—a character for whieh he 
had the higheſt veneration. 

The hour of the important viſit be- 
ing arrived, they, as we have already 
ſaid, made their appearance at Mr, 
Mennill'ss What impreſſion her gueſts 
made upon Miſs Mennill, we have 
already mentioned ; what effects her 
charms produced on them, remains o 
be told. 


5 


* 


. CHAP- 
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CHATTER TV. 


Ig | 
T 7 HAT idea Charles had formed 
of her, or whether he had 


his heart confefſed her the moſt 
ſtriking object he had yet met with. 
He gazed on her with rapture, and 
_ moſt fervently wiſhed to call her 
his own on any terms except ma- 
trimony. All lovely as ſhe appeared 
to him, her beauty had not power 
' to conquer his àverſion to that go- 


chic 


given himſelf the trouble to form 
any, is uncertain; but tis moſt cer- 
tain he no fooner beheld her than. 


* 
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thic inſtitution; yet before the viſit 
was at an end, he found fhe had 
taken ſuch hold of his heart, that 
ſenfible there were no- hopes of 
obtaining her on more faſhionable 
terms, he with leſs reluctance than 
he believed poſſible, determined to 
ſubmit to his fate with a good grace; 
nor could any lover be more truly 
impatient for the: happy day, on 
which he was to be put in poſſeſſion 
of ſo ineſtimable a prize, than he 
NOW Was. 

Miſs Mennill was therefore greatly 
miſtaken in fancying he beheld her with 
indifference; no man could be more 


ſenſible of her attractions; but many 


convince 


I truſt would have been able to 


h Pod 
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convince her of it in a more de- 
licate, a more engaging manner; 
he had till now been but little ac- 
cuſtomed to the company of vir- 
tuous women, nor was he I fear 
perfectly convinced that any ſuch 
exiſted ; neither will 1 venture to 
fay the paſſion he now felt for the 
lovely Belinda, deſerved the name 
of love. Be chat as it will, it Was 
of a nature to make him determine 
not only to poſſeſs her fortune, 
for which he bad great occaſion, 
but alſo her perſon, which having 
now ſeen, he was tempted to fancy 
the latter nearly as neceflary to his 
| happineſs as the former ; tho? till 
te beheld Miſs Mennill, he bad 


made 


THE FAIR FUGITIVE. 8 
made few diſtinctions, one fair fe- 
male being in his eſtimation r as 
deſirable as another. | 

Such was the ſtate of his mind 
after this important interview; that 
of his brother was in ſome reſpects 
ſimilar to it: he went to Mr. Men- 
nill's fully perſuaded that his daigh- 
ter was irrevocably engaged to 
Charles. Sir John, from what mo- 
tives is uncertain, had taken every 
means to convince him it was really © 
ſo; perhaps, as he could not de- 
cently decline aſking Edmond to 
be of the party, and conſcious that 
he was not an object likely to be 
ſeen by any young lady whoſe heart 
was not "prepolletied in fayour of 
another 
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another with indifference, he might 
aſſert it more ſtrongly, to prevent 
as far as poſſible any attempts on 
his fide: to render himſelf agreeable 
to her; for in ſpite of his great 
and unjuſtifiable partiality for Charles, 
he could not but know it was amply 
in his power to - prove himſelf a 
very formidable rival. Thus firmly 
perſuaded every thing was ſettled 
for his brother's marriage, he ac- 
companied them with no other view 
than as his father ſaid, to pay his 
reſpects to a lady who was ſo ſoon 
to become one of the family. lis 
firſt reflection on being informed of 
it was, that he thought it no great 
proof of his father's attention to 
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him timt he had not been acquainted 
with an event of that intereſting na- 
ture: nay he very juſtly concluded 
had he not by accident come to 
town as he did, twas more than 
probable he might have known no- 
thing of the matter till it was over. 
However, on finding Charles had 
not even at that time ſeen her him- 
ſelf, he without any great effort re- 


conciled himſelf to this apparent 
neglect. 0 Wilich 

His idea of Miſs Mennill was 
ſuch as to prevent any feelings of 
envy at his brother's good fortune 
had he been capable of entertaining 
ſo malignant a paſſion; he concluded 
ſhe muſt be abſolutely void of every 


pretenſion 


— 
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pretenſion to chat delicacy ſo eſſen- 
tially neceflary to compleat the cha- 
racer of an amiable woman, fince 
ſhe could thus conſent to give her 
hand, (as he believed ſhe had done) 
to a man ſhe had never ſeen: 
was evidently a match of intereſt, 
and conveniency on all ſides. Not 
indeed ſingular on that account in 
theſe days, but ſo utterly contrary 
to his notions of propriety, or: poſ- 
ſibility of happineſs, that tho* he 
was determined to pay her, when |} 
ſhe became his fiſter, a proper re- 
ſpect as ſuch, he was perfectly con- 
yinced to eſteem her would be 
out of his power. Thus prepoſſeſſed 
he entered Mr. Mennill's drawing 
| room; 
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room; but had not been there many 
minutes before a ſtrange revolution 
had taken place in his mind; he 
beheld her lovely beyond any idea 
he had yet formed of feminine 
beauty; he gazed on her with de- 


light, but ſighed to think ſo much 


ſweetneſs, ſuch uncommon grace and 
elegance, ſhould be thrown away 
upon a mind ſo deprayed, ſo deſti- 
tute of tenderneſs, and all the finer 
feelings of the heart. Again he 
fixed his enquiring eyes upon her, 
and again he ſighed. Her. beha- 
viour through the day puzzled him; 
he made not a doubt, but ſhe knew 
Charles was the man to whom fhe 


was to give her hand; he had been 


aſſured 
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aflured every thing was ſettled, of 
courſe her conſent obtained. He was 
curious to fee how a young lady 
would receive a firſt viſit from her 
lover thas circumſtanced. Her man- 
ner utterly aſtoniſhed bim. No em- 


barraſſment, no appearance of emotion 


when he was preſented to her; ſhe 


paid even leſs attention to his bro- 
ther than to any other of the com- 
pany; ſhe ſeemed to ſtudy only how 
to render herſelf agreeable to all her 
gueſts, and ſucceeded to the utmoſt 


_— 
What could he think, but that 


amiable and captivatingly lovely as 
ſhe appeared ſhe was wholly deſti- 
tte of ſenſibility, His brother's bold 
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and confident manner was in his 
opinion more likely to. diſguſt than 
pleaſe a woman of ſentiment; yet 
nothing of this appeared in her con- 
duct towards him. *Tis true he ob- 
ſerved no ſymptoms of pleaſure in 
her countenance when he addreſſed 


her; ſhe liſtened to the compliments 
he every moment paid her with ap- 


parent indifference; indeed had Ed- 
mond had the ſmalleſt ſpark of vanity 
in his compoſition, he could not but 
have ſeen that the few words ad- 
drefled to her by himſelf ſeemed 
to give her more ſatisfaction than all 
his brother's florid ſpeeches. But as 
I haye already obſerved, he came 


to 


prepoſſeſſed; all he faw ferved only 


— 
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to confound his judgment; he could 
make nothing of ity the whole was 
a ſcene ſo new, ſo foreign to his 
ideas, that he endeavoured to look 
upon it with an eye of indifference, 
as a matter in which he had very 
little or no concern. Vet this he 
found impoſſible, in * of all. the 
defects he was compelled from ap- 
pearances to aſcribe to her; her 
charms—her engaging manners had 
made to deep an impreſſion on his 
| heart, that all the fortitude he was 
maſter of could not preſerve him 
from the irrefiftible power of: her 
aurastions. He condemned himſelf 
for bis feelings on every account: 
was. s the not, he thought, gert 
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engaged to bis brother 3 and had he 
not a thouſand reaſons to believe her 
unworthy the attachment of a man 
of worth. With reflections of this 
nature he took his leave. In the 
moment of parting he felt a rifing 
figh, and his eyes with reluctance 


turned from an object too lovely for 
his peace. 


« Well Edmond, ” ſaid Sir John 
as ſoon as they were ſeated in his 
carriage, what fay you to the filter 
we are going to give you! Ta 

« She is a lovely woman, ” replied 
Edmond, glad that the darkneſs of 
the night prevented their obſerving 
the emotions this unexpected queſtion 
gave riſe to in his breaſt. 

| „ Why 
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Why what an inanimate being 
art thou l' cried 3 thus with 
the cool compoſure of a Stoic merely 
to pronounce her lovely. By heavens 
ſhe is an angel! She has more beauty, 
more attractions in one glance of her 
bewitching eye than all the reſt of 
her enchanting ſex put together!“ 

&© Well done Charles!” ſaid Sir 
John; © that is talking like a lover; 
and *tis ſuch ſpirited fellows as you 
only who deſerve to poſſeſs ſo much 
beauty : it would be thrown away 
upon ſuch a cold-hearted philoſopher 
as Edmond. Vl be ſworn he does 
not at this moment know the colour 
of them.” 


„It might have been attended 
with 
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with danger perhaps, cold as I am,” 
replied Edmond, had I too mi- 
nutely examined them. See the effect 
it has produced on my brother: he 
1 ſuppoſe for the future will be blind 
to the charms of every mortal woman, 
having thus by chance found an 
angel.“ 

« Oh I underſtand your ' /ly by 
chance, my good brother,” cried Charles. 
"Tis thus, you fee, that ſons are re- 
warded who pay a proper regard to 
the judgment of their fathers. Tou, 
I ſuppoſe will think it neceſſary to 
look out for yourſelf; but you'll 
bave devilih good luck if with all 
your methodical old faſhioned notions 


you 
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you ſtumble upon ſuch another: for 
* continued he, 


1 die i is more than painting can expreſs, 
2 Or youthful poets fancy. when they love! 


if ever they do love, by the bye, which 
I very much doubt ; for you, Edmond, 
are a poet I think, and can write 
upon the ſubje& to a miracle, but to 
feel as 1 do the unſpeakable. delight 
of loving and being beloved by ſo 
adorable a creature—no, no, that is 
utterly- out of your ſober line. But 
my gagd fir,” cried he, turning to 
Sir John, „when ſhall I be put in 
poſſeſſion of my divinity ?——when 
ſhall 1 have the joy to call the dear 


creature mine? Edmond, you'll have 
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the civility to go with us to St. 
George's? you have no objections, I 
truſt, * to go to church for once in 
z way to witneſs a brother's felicity ; 
though *tis a curſed « bore after all; 
but no matter, a fine girl, and thirty 
thouſand pounds, my boy, will make 
the pill, bitter as it is, go down as 


glibly as a glaſs of jelly.” 


« Why,” replied Sir John, highly 


delighted with his ſon's rapturous ex- 


clamations and lively ſallies, * if your 
miſtreſs is but half as impatient as 
yourſelf, I ſee no occaſion fr fruits 
leſs delays; chat is all that's wanting; 
her father and I have taken care to 
ſettle all other matters perfectly to 


our ſatisfaction. 80 you have only 


Vor. 1 F now 
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now to prevail upon her to name 
her day.“ 

O as to her impatience,” an- 
ſwered Charles, * that we muſt take 
for granted, *Tis a circumſtance the 
dear creatures are rather ſhy of con- 


feſſing, you know; but let me alone, 


I underſtand every turn of their eye 


to a tittle, and if I do not miſtake, 


my fair one will not be very cruel.” 


Aͤt this moment the carriage ſtopped 


at Sir John's door, and they ſoon 
after parted for the night—Charles, 
to dream of joys he was not ſo ſoon 
to taſte as he fondly imagined ; and 

Edmond, to regret that ſo much 
beauty and ſweetneſs ſhould be thrown 
away on hearts ſo inſenſible as her's 
and 
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and his brother's. In vain he en- 
deavoured to compoſe himſelf to reſt: 
the lovely Belinda's 3 image would in 


ſpite of all his efforts to think of 
her, not only with indifference, but 


as the woman deſtined to be the 
wife of his brother, ſtill keep poſ- 
ſellion of his thoughts. At ſome 
moments he wiſhed to perſuade him 
ſelf, however ſhe might hitherto have 4 
acquieſced in the will of her father, 
and have conſented to ſee the man 


of his choice, yet it wWas poſſible, 


having now ſeen him, ſhe might not 
approve: if ſhe was the kind of 


woman her countenance, her manner, 
and every word ſhe uttered, ſpoke 


her ts be, ſhe could not, it was 


gx. utterly 
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utterly impoſſible ſhe could approve. 
" True,” thought poor Edmond, * ſhe 
knows not Charles s character ſo well 
as I do, He is handſome ; he has | 
all the coxcomical airs and graces. 
of 2 modern fine gentleman; and 
how very very few females in theſe our 
days of folly and diffipation look for 


more. He now could not fachear 


execrating the faſhionable mode of 
education; firmly perſuaded but for 
that unfortunate ſyſtem the too charm- 
ing Belinda muſt have been no leſs 
lovely in mind than perſon. 

Alter paſſing an almoſt ſleepleſs 
night i in theſe kind of diſtreſſing re- 
flections, he roſe the next morning 


determined to forget her; convinced 


x OY - - 


it 


| * 
8 
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it was madneſs to indulge a paſſion 
from which, were he even aſſured 
beyond a doubt he had miſtaken 
her character and that ſhe was all 
his heart could wiſh, muſt, as things 
were circumſtanced, be productive of 
miſery. His principal bufineſs in town 
was to ſettle ſome affair relative 10 
the eftate left him by his uncle; and 
to ſee bis father, whom he had not 
ſeen for ſome time, having been 
engaged in arranging matters at his 
houſe in che country which belonged 
to the eſtate, and where indeed he 
had chiefly refided, having from his 
infancy been a fayourite with ; his 
generous friend and relation, He 
meant, indeed, to haye ſpent a few 

T3 days 
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days in London; but the events of 
the laſt had produced ſuch a revo- 
lution. in his heart, that he felt it 
abſolutely neceſſary to his peace to 
fly from temptation. He hoped the 
wound was not ſo deep but abſence, 
and a change of ſcene, would effect 
His cure. Myrtle Grove, the name 
given by his uncle to his ſeat, from 
the circumſtance of his being parti- 
cularly fond of. that elegant exotic, 
and having beſtowed unwearied pains 
in the cultivation of it, juſtly deſerved 
the appellation, ſince it was confeſſed 
by all who. were acquainted with it 
to be one of the moſt romantic and 
beautiful fituations in England, A 
profuſion of wood and water, both 
ſuffered 


+ 2 N Pre? 5 he x 5 1 
WY 355 * 2. RS? 4 is 2 N 
WA r n 1 8 E 
. LIT. ah * TA A l * ROY . 1 = r ö . N Lg. 
l 2 n — . 8 2 ; * 5 Ds os! 1 45 : 2 3- hy ö 0% 
. * q x 


rr FAIR FUGITIVE, 103” 


ſuffered to take their natural contle, 
rendered it a moſt deſirable retreat. 
Here it was that Edmond reſolved *' 
to conquer a growing paſſion, from 
the, indulgence of which he could 
promiſe - himſelf no -poſſible happineſs: 
In the morning he made a pre- 
7 tence of buſineſs to his father and 
the enraptur'd Charles for leaving 
them ſo ſoon, but hoped to receive 
a ſummons to attend the latter to 
St. George's: before it was long. 
This was promiſed; though perhaps 
no more intended than Edmond in- 


tended to accept the invitation. Hay-= 
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ing with no great appetite got over 
the ceremony of the breakfaſt table, 
he ordered his poſt chaiſe, and wiſh- 


N F 4 ing 


4 
_ 


n 


ing his brother every poſſible felicity, 


he ſet off for his ſeat in the coun- 


try. 

Charles, impatient for the hour in 
which he could with propriety pay 
a ſecond viſit to his fair enſlaver, 
went to his toilet, and having de- 
corated his perſon aux dernier gout, 
ſet off for Portland Place, where he 
had the good fortune to find Miſs 
Mennill alone. | 
With a confident air without a 
doubt of ſucceſs he entered the 
room Ah,” cried he, approaching 
to take her hand, © by heavens, 
my charming Miſs Mennill, I find 
you more lovely, more irreſiſtible 


this morning if poſſible than when 


I had 
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I had laſt the honor of paying my 
deveirs. What a bloom—what eyes, 
and this dear ſnowy hand too,” — 
attempting to ſeize it—* how di- 
vine! Tell me, my enchanting crea- 
ture, when ſhall I have the ſupreme 
felicity of calling it mine ?” 
Aſtoniſhed, and diſguſted to the 
laſt degree by his impertinent fa- 
miliarity, Belinda drew back. 
Upon my word, Mr. Maynard, 
I am ſo total a ſtranger to all this 
modiſh jargon,” ſaid ſhe with a 
look that had he not been dead to 
every feeling of delicacy" muſt have 
petrified him, © that, I really have 
not the honor to comprehend one 
ſyllable of it.“ 


F 5 Not 
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«© Not comprehend,” cried he, 
again making an attempt on har 
withheld hand; © how, my dear 
creature! with that angelic counte- 
nance can you affect this cruel 


coldneſs? Surely you cannot but 
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know I adore you, that your charms 
- have done what the charms of your 
| whole ſex have hitherto been un- 
able to do, you have made me 


— = — " 6 


your willing ſlave, you have recon- 
eiled me, nay have made me im- 
patient to enter into a ſtate, which, 
until I beheld your all conquering 
beauty, I looked upon as the greateſt 
bore in. nature, Judge then of the 
fervor of my paſſion, and the power 


of 
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of your charms by the miracle it has 
wrought.” 

Then falling on his knees at box 
feet, while ſhe with the utmoſt dit- 
ficulty could keep her. gravity, tho' 
horridly, vexed to find herſelf ſub- 
jected to hear ſuch. a ſtring of un- 
meaning, nonſenſe, he implored her 
to put an end to his torment by 
naming an early day to make him 
the happieſt of men. 

*. Really, Mr. Maynard,” replied 
Miſs Mennill, “ you aſcribe infi- 
nitely more power to me than 1 
have any pretenſions to; what the 
torments may be, which you men- 
tion, I know not; ſeyere they can- 
not be, I think I may venture to 
75 declare, 
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declare, fince I never yet ſaw 2 
gentleman more at his eaſe; and as 
for naming a day in order to make 
you happy, ſurely tis of all poſſible 
things the leaſt neceſſary fince a 
man ſo perfectly ſatisfied with him- 


ſelf anne otherwiſe.” 


Oh ſpare me, fpare me, my 


dear Miſs Mennill,” cried he, rifing 


from his humble poſture, finding ſhe 
ſeemed mighty indifferent whether 
he knelt or not; © there wanted not 


this difplay of your wit and charm- 


ing vivacity to compleat your con- 


_ queſt, Even before I beheld your 


matchleſs perfections, I felt that 
my future peace depended on your 


_ miles.” 


« This, 
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“ This, I 'muſt confeſs,” replied 
Belinda, © is going one ſtep at leaſt 
beyond the common run of comph- 
ments, and it would be ungenerous 
to paſs it by unnoticed; to fall in 
Izve without feeing the object of your 
paſſion was a ſtroke reſerved for 
you alone; pray may I aſk how 

the ſymptoms firſt ſhewed themſelves, 
or ſhall I attempt to gueſs; you 
heard I preſume, Mr. Maynard, 
that my father cauld, ſhould you be 
ſo fortunate as to make him inclined, 
give me a more than barely tole- 
rable fortune. This naturally led 
you to believe 1 poſſeſſed every per- 
feftion neceſſary to render the mar- 
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according to the old exploded idea 
of. happineſs, at leaſt perfectly ſo, 
according to that of the preſent age; 
and you, like a very prudent, a 
very ſenſible young man, inſtantly 

fell in love. All J have to lament 
is, Mr. Maynard, that, however 
highly. exaggerated the accounts I 


have heard of your perfections may 
have been, they did not by. ſome 
| unlucky means or other produce the 
ſame effects on me; I did not fall 
in love; I own 'tis a pity, a very 
great pity, but what can a poor girl 
do in theſe caſes?” 

Charles bit bis lips, and 1e! 
rather fooliſh, not exactly knowing 
whether to laugh or cry as the 


ſaying 
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ſaying is, when juſt at that critical 
moment the door opened, and in 
came Mr. Mennill. What a relief. 
With ſuch a ſecond he did not 
fear to renew the attack; nay he 
begun to believe the ſhare Belinda 
had had in the above dialogue was 


uttered with no other view than 


really and truly to give him a ſpe- 


cimen of her talents for agreeable 


raillery ; ſelf love preſerved him from | 


the mortification of fancying it pol- 
fible ſhe could refiſt his attractions 
for any confiderable time, ſuppoſing, 
as ſhe ſaid, ſhe had not yet fallen 


in love with them, of the truth of 5 


which he had his doubts, - for his 


glaſs had that very morning affured 


him 
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him Charles Maynard was by no 
means the kind of being to be looked 
upon with indifference. 

« Well, Mr. Maynard,” ſaid her 
father as he entered; what ſays. 
my daughter, is every thing ſettled 
between you? have you taken the 
"meaſure of her finger? ha! I am 
for diſpatching bufineſs out of hand z 
Life is too ſhort, and time too pre- 
cious, to be waſted in long courtſhip. 
Leave that to amuſe you when you 
have nothing better to do.“ 

“ Your daughter, replied Charles, 
js an angel; her wit, her charm- 
ing vivacity bas compleated the 

1 gf . 
conqueſt, her beauty begun. It only 
remains with you, my dear Sir, to 
HP name 
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name the day on which I am to 
be made the happieſt of men.“ 

6 Pray, Mr. Maynard,“ cried Be- 
linda alarmed at this proof of his 
. confidence, and terrified leaſt her 
father ſhould really imagine ſhe had 


given, him encouragement, © permit 


me to ſpeak my ſentiments as freely 


as you have ſpoken yours, For- 


give me, my dear Sir,” turning to 
Mr. Mennill, if 1 take the liberty 


to ſay Mr. Maynard has groſsly 


deceived himſelf if he fancles from 
any thing I have ſaid, ſince I have 


had the honor of his company, he 5 


is authoriſed to draw ſuch a con- 
cluſion, I am an utter ftranger to 
him, Till yeſterday I never had the 


honor 


* 
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honor of ſeeing him: he may have 
all the good qualities that ever man 
poſſeſſed; but ſurely I can be no 
judge whether he really does poſ- 
Jeſs them; indeed were I to draw 
any concluſion from what I have 
ſeen of him this mouning, it wayld 
be ſoch | , 

44 As it ought,” cried her father, 
interrupting her with no very plea- 
ſant accent. © I have already told 
you, daughter, I do not expect, nay 
| will not give you the trouble ta 
form any judgment on the ſubject. 
_ duffice it to ſay, this gentleman has 
done -you the honor to aſk. your 
hand, I have, on mature reflection, 
found it ſuch a requeſt as I think 


you. | 
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you ought to comply with; but as 
girls do not always know what is 
moſt likely to be productive of their 
own happineſs, J take upon myſelf 
to ſay you ball; ſo no more of your 
filly objections; make up your mind 
therefore to inſure your future felt 
city with a good grace, Belinda, and 
let me have no trifling. Mr. May- 
nard,” continued he, taking his 
daughter's hand and giving it to 
bim, © receive this as your own, 
depend upon it it ſhall ah ſuch in 
a very few days.” | 
Charles bent his knee, and putting 
her hand to his lips, declazed he 
had by the precious gift of ſo in- 
eſtimable a bleſſing, made him the 
happieſt 
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happieſt of mortals. Belinda, ſhocked 
beyond expreſſion to find her father 
capable of ſuch tyranny, was ſo wholly 
overcome by it that ſhe burſt into 
tears in ſpite of all her efforts to 
reſtrain them; her ſpirits were quite 
exhauſted; for though ſenſible he 
had formed the deſign of making 
this detefted match, yet the had no 
idea he would thus cruelly attempt 
to force her inclinations. How then 


muſt the be ſurpriſed and diſtreſſed 


on hearing bis promiſe thus given 
even in her preſence. Obſerving her 
tears, he flew into a rage of paſſion, 


and in ſpite of Charles's attempts to 


calm the tempeſt his trembling davgh- 
ter had innocently raiſed in his 


boſom 
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boſom, he ſternly ordered her to leave 
the room, nor preſume to appear in 
his preſence again til ſhe had learnt 
what was due to the authority of 
a parent. 

Moſt gladly ſhe ola and 
flinging herſelf on a chair as ſoon. 
as ſhe reached her own apartment, 
ſhe blamed herſelf for her ridiculous 
behaviour, and wiſhed the mortifying 
ſcene was yet to begin, that ſhe. 
might convince them ſhe was not: 
the tame, ignorant, timid being they 


* no doubt now believed her, which 
= would perſuade them they had only 
ng 


to intimidate, in order to bring her 
to their purpoſe. If this was their 
opinion, ſhe was determined they 
ſhould . 


- 
by * 
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ſhould find themſelves exceedingly 
deceived 


for if- ſhe conceived no 
very favourable impreſſion of him 
the firſt time ſhe ſaw him, we may 
eafily gueſs the ſecond interview did 
not ſet his merits in a more pleafing 
point of view, She now looked 
upon him not merely as a conceited 
coxcomb, but as a moft deſpicable 
wretch, who for the ſake of intereſt 
would not ſcruple to marry his great 
| grandmother were it not fortunately 
forbid; that no power on earth ſhould 
compel her to marry him, ſhe po- 
fitively, and no leſs poſitively, and 
freely did ſhe determine to tell her 
father ſo when next they met. 
She had no ſooner left the room 


than 


* 
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than Charles poured forth a pro- 
fuſion of grateful acknowledgments 
for the honor and happineſs Mr. 
Mennill had fo generouſly pro- 
miſed him, ſwearing it ſhould be 
the future ſtudy of his life to 
prove he was not wholly unworthy 
the partiality he now entertained 
for him. He now expreſſed ſome 
apprehenſions left Miſs Mennill's 
affections ſhould be engaged to 
ſome more fortunate man than 
himſelf, as ſhe had not received 


0-/ her father's commands in regard 
nd to him in quite ſo flattering a 
ner manner as he had preſumed to 
et. hope ſhe would. 


«« All trick, all female perverſer 


neſs,” 


* 
=— 
* 


a&- 


neſs,” cried Mr. Mennill; „1 
know - the ſex better than you do, 
young man; did you then expect 
ſhe was to fly into your arms at 
firſt bidding; bad 1 indeed forbid 
her to do it, tis hard to ſay what 
might have happened ; but make 
yourſelf eaſy, you have my pro- 
miſe ſhe ſhall be yours, and that 
too before tis long. I will let 
her know who is maſter here; 
ſhe has filled her head with ro- 
mances, and thinks it neceflary I' 
ſuppoſe, in order to become the 
heroine of one herſelf, to rebel 
againſt the will of her father; this 


comes of encouraging circulating 
libraries; but I'll take care ſhe 
alk 1 


* 
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ſhall be concerned in no very 
extraordinary adventures; her's at 
leaſt ſhall begin with matrimony, 
where others generally leave off, 
ſo Mr. Maynard, you may de- 
pend on her 0 2 to ace 


„ 


chan a week, wee or wal . 


. 


ls, 


i 


With this e promiſe, 


Charles now took his leave, al- 
ter afking permiſſion to wait upon, 
him again the next day, when 


he hoped, by his obliging endea- 


vours, to find his charming daugh- 


ter diſpoſed to give him 2 more 


favourable reception. 
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CHAPTER v. 


TE was no ſooner gone than 
Mr. Mennitl rung the bell, 
and ordered a ſervant to ſend - 
Willſon to him, immediately: She, 
on entering the room, inſtantly 
perceived her maſter was in no 
very | placid humour, and there- 
fore compoſed | her features ac 
N : 

* Come * hither, Willſon, ” ſaid 
he, 60 and tell me honeſtly whe» 
ther to your knowledge wy daugh- 
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ter has had the preſumption to 
form an attachment without my 
conſent? has ſhe given encourage- 
ment to any of the fellows ſhe 
has hitherto met with, l mean?” 

« Lord, Sir,” replied Willſon, 
«© how ſhould I poflibly know. 
I am not honored with Miſs Men- 


nill's confidence I'm ſure, and 


ſcorn to pry into the ſecrets of 
any body?” „ 
| I defire,” ſaid her maſter, 
ip you will ſcorn it no longer. 
You have now my orders for be- 


ing a little more inquifitive ; n 


very hard or diſagreeable taſk for | 


a female.“ 


* Thank you, Sir,” ſaid. Willon 
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with a curtſey, and one of her 


arch looks, the force of which 


ſhe well knew. 
% Look ye, Willſon,” continued 


he, „ have a match in view 


for my daughter, nay more than 
in view, for every thing is ſet- 


* 


tled; tis ſuch as ſhe can have no 


reaſonable objections to; a fine 


young fellow, heir to a title and 


good eſtate; yet the perverſe bag- 
gage has had the aſſurance to 
make objections, of courſe unrea- 
ſcnable ones; now they can only 
ariſe from her being prepoſſeſſed 
in favour of another; - but be he 
who or what he will, I am no 


leſs prepoſſeſſed againſt him, be- 


cauſe _ 
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cauſe my word and promiſe is 
given to the man of my choice. 
What I want you to do is to fift 


ber, to watch her, to obſerve 


whether ſhe ſends or receives any 
letters, and aboye all to perſuade 


her to comply with my will, with- 


out compelling me 19 ule - means 
which the may probably deem 
harſh, for ſuch 1 certainly ſhall 
hays recourſe to ſhould} ſhe dare 
w perſiſt in her diſobedience; 
wy word ſhall not be broken 
merely to gratify her whims; my 


bonor is too far engaged for that. 


Do you comprebend me?” added 
+ Ob. Pera f ron 
G3 Willſon, 
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Willſon, ſmiling, and not a ſittle 
delighted with her new employ- 
ment, © I underſtand your ho- 
nour to 2 title; let me alone 
for ſceing as far into a young 
lady's mind as any be in the three 
kingdoms.” | | 
4 Very well,” replied Mr. Men- 
nill, te ſet about it then without 
loſs of time. Belinda is now in 
her own apartment, where I have 
ordered her to remain '*till the is 
diſpoſed to obey my commands 
like a dutiful daughter as ſhe 
ovght; I ſhall dine out to-day that 


the may have the more time for 


ſerious refle&ions ; give her to un- 
derſtand that I expect to find her 
N : . | at 
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at breakfaſt to-morrow morning in 
the diſpoſition I wiſh.” 

Having given thefe directions, 
(and *tis faid, how true I know 
not) alſo a chafle ſalute to the 
ſmirking Mrs. Willfon, he took 
his hat and cane and walked ob. 

This additional proof of his con- 
fidence in her, gave her no ſmall 
pleaſure; ſhe had 'tis true, even 
before this eyent been conſcious of 
ſome ambitious ideas. 

Maſters had ere now raiſed ſer- 
vants from their humble ſtate. 
Love was a great leveller; who 
knows what may happen, thought 
Woillſon, eying herſelf in the glaſs 
and adjuſting à ſtraggling curl, 

64 (for 
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(for all ranks of females now find 
curls eſſentially neaeflary to their 
happineſs) who knows what may 
happen were Miſs Mennill but 
Fairly difpoſed of ? 

This idea gave riſe to many 
_ ethers no leſs flattering, and deter- 
mined her to uſe her utmoſt en- 
deayours to forward ſo defirable 
an event. Neyer was mortal fo 
impatient to ANT the bell far church 


as ſhe was to heat that of her 
young lady's: the liſtened with far 
amore than her uſual attention, 
and when beginning to deſpair 
IF of ever hearing it more, the Joy- 
. ſound now reached her de- 
| lighted 


* 
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Ighted ear. Up ſhe flew Wa 
ſurprifing alacrity. 

* Is your maſter at home? ſaid: 
Belinda as ſhe leaned on the deſk 
en which ſhe had. been writing. 

No, Madam,” faid S 
1 He is this moment gone out,” 

Does he dine at home?” 

« No, Madam.” EL 

« Oh then tis time enougli. 
meant to have ſent this letter 
to him by you, but tis no matter.“ 


*. Would you have it ſent to 
him?” ſaid Willſon, very unwilling 


to be ſo ſoon diſmiſſed. 
« Why, do you then know where 


to find him?” cried Belinda. 


Dear me,” replied the ſiy 
G 5 3 houſe-- 


* 
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houſekeeper, © how could I be 
i fo filly. No, indeed, I quite for- 
got that circumſtance in my hurry 
to oblige you- as far as poſſible; 
tis for my maſter is it madam?” 

1 thought you under- 
ſtood me before,” anſwered Miſs 
Mennill. 

« Very true,” ſaid Willſon; 
« all I meant, Madam, was that 
bad it been for any body elle 1 
| ſhould have been * as ready to 
take charge of 1 it," 

Oh you are vaſtly . kind,” 
replied her young lady; but J 
have no other bufineſs to trouble 
you with at preſent, ſo you may 
A. J 


Poop 
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Poor Willſon left, the room 
without having had courage to 
enter on the ſubje& neareſt her 
heart. There was a ſomething in 
Miſs - Mennill's manner, tho ever 
truly condeſcending and obliging, 
that forbad all improper familiarity ; 
yer if any mortal could, haye con- 
quered this difficulty, it- muſt have 
been Willſon; who. was bleſſed 
with as decent a portion. of aſ- 
ſurance as any perſon could rea- 
ſonably deſtre; it failed her, how- 
ever, on this dccaſion, nor could 
ſhe find any pretence to ſee her 
lady again that. day. The, letter 
mentioned above was as follows: 


© ] have 
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be I have your orders not tor 


appear in your preſence, my dear 


Sir, till 1 am become ſenſible 
what is due to the authority of 
a parent. Sorry, moſt truly ſorry, 


am I to find you think I have 


given you cauſe to believe me 
ignorant of it. I hope I am not: 
and that on cool reflection my 


dear and ever honored father 


will do me the juſtice to believe 
the reluctance I ventured to ſhew 
to a compliance with his will, in 
an affair on which ſurely the 
future happineſs or miſery of my 
"*Hfe wholly depends, did nor, as 


you unkindly . ſuppoſed, proceed 


from perverſeneſs, but from a 


4 - 
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firm perſuaſion, hat as the wife 
.of Mr. Maynard I muſt wn com- 
.pleatly wretched. N 
Ah, Sir! is it poſſible that pre- 
Judice can ſo far blind you, 488 
to fancy your Belinda could be- 
hold, with any degree of prefer- 
ence, ſo finiſhed: a co comb, ſo 
trifling, ſo Very inſignificant 2 
being. All this he is, I will ven- 
{ture to ptonounce; and I wiſh, 
Sir, you may not one day or 
other find even theſe epithets the 
leaſt exceptionable 2 24 his 
anden 26h. rom eh, 
« Pardon xp to write 
thus freely of.a perſon»ſo-highly 
IN by .yqu, As ſome atone- 
| | ment, 
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ment, permit me now to gie 
you my ſolemn, my moſt ſacted 
promiſe, that if you will ſo far 
indulge me as to ſuffer me to 
reject Mr. Maynard, I will ne- 


ver on any conſideration marry 
any man who has not your ap- 
probation; nay on that condition 
I would, did you, my dear Sir, 


1 deſire it, | F would: freely promiſe 


to live ſingle, fince I am fully 
perſuaded that ſtate would be 
- infinitely preferable, infinitely more 
conducive to my happineſs than 
ſpending my days with a man I 
can neither eſteem: nor love. 
. How far a parent's authority 
- extends, I preſume not to decide; 
r but 


* 
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but am perfectly ſure, from your 
paſt indulgence to your Belinda, 
J have nothing to fear from it. 
In this happy perfuafion, permit 
me, my dear Sir, to ſubſcribe 
myſelf 


your ever truly affectionate, 
and obedient daughter, 


 BerinpDa MENNILL, 
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188 Mennill finding there 
was no chance of having her 
letter delivered till next morning, 5 
as her father very rarely paſſed 
his evenings: at: home, and not: 
being in a, diſpoſition. either for 
work, reading, or her harp, on 
which inſtrument ſhe was a great 
r ſhe reſumed her feat: 
at her deſk, and wrete as follows 
10 her friend. Lady Sedley: 


* W 
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.* Behold your poor | Belinda, 


my dear Lady Sedley, 2 priſoner ; 


yes, the is now. by the command 
of her father confined to her 
apartment till ſne can bring her 
mind to look with as fayqurable 
an eye upon that conceited: puppy 
Maynard as he docs need I add, 
my dear friend, if my reftoratign 
io freedom is to depend upon that 
eyent, dis time I wege beginning 
40 xecongile myſelf io y preſent 
fituation, for never, never can I 
quit it on that condition. His firit 


viſit made ſo deep an impreſſion 


on me, that a ſecond was per- 
fectly unneceſſary. I have hows 
ever been favoured with a ſecond, 
' | no . 
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notwithſtanding: O that you, my 
dear Lady Sedley, had been a 
witneſs to the ſcene l To give you 
even a_ faint idea of his imperti- 
nence, his concented familiarity, is 
impoſſible ; ; but I will attempt it, 
% The creature came fully per- 
ſuaded he had only to come, to 
fee, and conquer, and next to do 
me the honor to aſk on what 
day I weuld nlake him the hap- 
pieſt of men only his ſecond 
viſit obſerve et had he the 
unparallelled aſſurance to preſs 
for even an early one: I ſay to 
give you an idea of it is impoſſi- 
ble. Not dreaming that my fa- 
ther could on a further knowledge 
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of ſuch an animal ſeriouſly think . 
'of encouraging his impertinent 
hopes, I took the liberty to treat 
him as he deſerved, that is to ſay 


with infinite contempt. But this 


he had not the ſenſe to diſcover, 
taking all I ſaid as proofs of my 
wit and vivacity. Silly ſoul! 


Is it not cruel, my dear friend, 


that I ſhould be thus tormented 


on the account of ſuch a wretch? 
yet ſo it is; and by my infatuated 
father's harſh proceedings even in 
this early ſtage of the horrid buſi- 
neſs, what may I not expect when. 
he finds I am determined to affert 
my claim to the liberty of a free- 


born Engliſh woman, I incloſe 


the 
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the copy of a few lines I have 
juſt wrote, to him in hopes of 
making my peace; how far I ſhall 
ſuccęed heayen only knows. That 
his temper is obſtinate, vou, my 
dear Lady Sedley know full well, 
2nd I now begin 20 find % my 
coft that his notions of fatherly 
Abo ry pre carried. ehrt far- 
Wer chan J can readily Pelle 
— But will de wks y 
rd for bat I Scar not ſup- 


5 _ I durſt give TW civil hint 
mat T thought fo. 


Do l beſeech you, my amiable 
Save. m ang hs me what you 
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nes? I am not fond cf playing 
the heroine, nay I ſhould even 
dread the thovghts of becoming 


he town talk; yet” how am I to 


ayoid it if T have no alternative but 


either to give my hand tw a 


creature I abſolutely deteſt, or to 
follow the example of thoſe un-' 
fortunite' Mifſes we read of in the 
ſame, fituations. Bad, very bad 


as the latter undoubtedly 1s, yet I 
fear I muſt adopt it if the very 
worſt happens. It cannot be ſaid 
I fly from a rejected to a fa- 


voured one. To whom then do 
I mean to fly, your Ladyſhip I 


hope' will aſk? becauſe in that 
caſe may I take the liberty to 


os 
anſwer 
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anſwer—to yourſelf, Will you, 
my dear friend, condeſcend to 
receive the poor fugitive ſhould 
ſhe be compelled to take a ſtep 
of that deſperate nature? if not, 
T.muſt ſubmit to the fate allotted 
me; for however great my cou- 
rage may be, I feel I ſhould not 
have a ſufficient ſhare to ſet off 
at a venture. 

To make this requeſt Was 
the chief motive for my writing 
at preſent. Tis prudent to look 


forward to what may happen. I 


* beg, my dear Lady Sedley, you 
will ſet my agitated heart at reſt 
in regard to this point. When ſe- 
cure of an aſylum with you till 
ay, the 
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2 


the ſtorm is blown over, my 


mind will be more at eafe. Your 


ladyſhip is at liberty to read this 
to Sir James. He, I am well aſ- 


ſured will make no objections to 


2 any act of kindneſs his Harriot 


may propoſe. 
„ Ah! what an dex) muſt the 


amiable Edmond have formed of 
me if he believes 1 could volun- 


tarily give my hand to a creature 


fo perfectly the reverſe of | him- 


ſelf? Aſtoniſhing ! | that two bro- * 
thers ſhould be ſo totally diffe- 


rent! 'tis true I know but little 


of either, yet too much of one 
of them for my peace, nay. per- 
haps of both: for 1 will to you 


my 
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my dear friend confeſs, , the en- 
gaging, gentle Edmond's image is 
deeply imprinted- on my imagina· 
tion at leaſt, if not on my foollſh 
heart. Tis aſtoniſhing to me 
that my father, knowing both as 
he no doubt does, ſhould give 
the preference to But I 
forget the too charming Edmond 
is not the heir: that is a' flaw 
in his character there'is no getting 
cover. I wiſh” 1 Kriew what he 
thotght of . 
* But how ridiculous? Adieu 
my eyer dear Lady Sedley! 1 
would gladly believe I ſhall” not 
have occaſion to put your valued 


baff to ſo* ſevere a teſt as 
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aſking you to receive 2 runaway 
daughter. My affairs J hope will 
take a more favourable turn. Let 
me have the pleaſure of hearing 

from you the firſt leifure hour, 
and believe me ever 


_ Moſt truly your's, 
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Willſon, eager to be engaged 
in 2 buſineſs ſo fitted to her ta- 
lents, went next morning earlier 
than uſual +0 Miſs Mennill's apart- 
ment to receive her orders for the 
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would give the letter to her 
maſter with Belinda's duty. Gladly 
would the inquifitive dame have 
_ -Jmiown it's contents; but this was 
du of her power without a breach 
of truſt for which the temptation 
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on this occaſion was not quite ſuf- 
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ficient. She took it with an air 
of the utmoſt reſpect, and imme- 
diately flew with it to the break- 
faſt parlour,” where Mr. Mennill 
MM was. |... 

A letter for you, Sir,” faid 
rs | 

| „ Ber me, aid he: & from 
ho pray, that you ſhould be 

the, bearer ?” 


From 
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et From Miſs Mennill;” replied 
Willſon. h 4s -q 
He took it; and having caſt his 
eyes over the. contents, the ſaga- 
cious emiffary ſoon perceived it 
gave him no great ſatisfaction. 
He threw it on the table, ex- 
claiming Sure a man needs be 
plagued with no greater curſe than 
an obſtinate daughter. What would 
the girl be at? But no matter 
what; the ſhall never perſuade 
me that ſome other lover is not at 
the bottom of all this. By heavens 
if I knew where to find him I 
would -put an effeQual end to his 
impertinent hopes. But find him 
or not an end ſhall be put to 


them, and that too without far- 
ther delay. Here ſhe tells me, 


by way of ſhowing her humility 
truly I ſuppoſe, that ſhe will not 
preſume to decide how} far the 


authority of a father extends. If 


ſhe either cannot, or will not, | 


will make the point perfectly clear 


to her, that ſhe may depend upon. 


Don't attempt to deceive me Will- 


ſon, continued he; you certainly 


have it in your power to tell me 


whether ſhe has an attachment 


for any other. Let me have no 


prevarication: tell me plainly, do 


vou, or do you not believe | ſhe 


has? 
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Willſon judging it the readieſt 


way to make herſelf of 1 importance 
in this affair to pretend a know- 


ledge of her lady's ſecrets, after 
an affected pauſe, and appearance 


of reluctance to betray them, at 
laſt confeſſed ſhe believed his ho- 


nor's conjecture was but too well 
founded. Twas ſhe found in vain 


to attempt deceiving à perſon ſo 


clear ſighted as his honor. She 
had long feared what would be 


the end of it; ſhe had often and 


often taken the liberty to hint to 
her young lady that ſuch under- 
hand doings as a body might ſay 


could come to no good. But what 


fienified the advice of a poor 
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faithful ſeryant; young madam had 
been ſhy to her ever fince.” 

«© $0 ſo,” cried. Mr. Mennil] 
in 2 rage; © fine: doings indeed! 
O mighiy well, my pretty dear; 
you would live fingle truly rather 
than take the man fecommended 


by your father, would you? Ves, 


yes, Vil! be ſworn would you, but 


no longer than till you could con- 


. © trive ways and means to get into 


the hands of him you have thought 


proper to chuſe for yourſelf. But 
by all that's honeſt I'll have the 


ſtart of the fellow be he whom 


he will. He ſhall never make a 
fool of me, whatever he may 
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make of Maynard; let him, When 
ſhe is once his own ſee to that.” 
cc And 18 it Mr. mn that 
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talks of with ſuch contempt? Is 
it him your honor e her 40 
marry 7” 

„ Him; why to be ſare it is, 
replied her maſter; who thaidevi 
elſe ſhould it he??? 

« Well,” cried ſhe, © I ſtand 
amazed ! Why as you ſay Sir, it 
muſt, it can be nothing but down- 
right perverſeneſs and contradic- 
tion to be ſure. Well, all I have 
to ſay is, that if what I have been 
told is true, the young man ſhe 
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is dying for, as one may fay, is 
no more to be compared to Mr, 
Maynard than Sir John is to your 
honor: for I had a peep at them 
Aas they came out of their car- 
riage the day they dined here. 
There were two of his ſons 9 8 
think; pray may I be ſo bold as 
to aſk which of them was it that 

| your” honor is ſo taken with ' 
„ Which?” tried Mr. Mennill, 
2 pretty queſtion truly: * why 

the eldeſt to be fure.” 

Aye certainly,” replied Will 
ſon; © one would hardly give 
ſuch a fortune as - Miſs Belinda 

will have to a. younger brother. 
That was the *ſquire in blue, was 


e it 
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it not, Sir? never did I ſet eyes 
on ſo ſweet a looking gentleman.” 

Then you never ſet your eyes 
on the other,” ſaid her maſter, 
or you would not have made ſo 
fooliſh a ſpeech. Blue, indeed 
no, the ſquire, as you call him, 
was in ſcarlet, and as far ſuperior 
to that ſneaking, ſober fellow, as 
a good guinea is to a Birmingham 
fartking.“ 

Here Mrs. Willſon found SAR 


ſelf on the wrong fide of the poſt, 


but ſoon recovered that falſe ſtep 
A: by crying, Lerd bleſs me, 
tis ſcarlet I mean. Well might 
your honour call me fooliſh in- 


deed, I wonder what J was 
1 thinking 
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thinking, of. The gentleman in 
blue, though a pretty enough look- 
| — 


ing young fellow, to be ſure was 
not to compare with the other: 
no life, no ſpirit in his appearance. 
Indeed I faid then to John, who 


let them in, ſays I— him in ſcarlei 


for my money when he aſked 
me how I liked our new viſitors.” 

The wily dame now fearing 
| the might get into another blun- 


der, aſked by way of changing 
the diſcourſe, whether he would 


have her call Miſs Mennill down, 
or whether his honor would write 
her an anſwer. 

This queſtion, though a 5 


one, puzzled him, He pauſed 2 


few 
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few moments, unable readily to 
determine, but at laſt bid _ ſend 
ber miſtreſs down. 

Belinda, delighted, had; not a 
doubt but her letter. had produced 
the deſired effect, little dreaming 
an enemy had ſtepped in and 
added fewel to the flame already 
kindled in the breaſt of her fa- 
ther. I neeck hardly tell my 
readers this enemy was Willſon, of 
whoſe talents for invention they 
have juſt had a pretty | tolerable 
ſpecimen. Judge then how | ſhe 
was ſhocked at the cruel reception 


ſhe mep with on eating beforb 
him. 


So, ſo, madam,” cried he s 
the 
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ſhe entered, tis no wonder the 
man of my choice found no fa- 
vour in your ſight; you were, I 
find, in too great an hurry to 
wait, and had provided one for 
"yourſelf. © Terrified beyond expreſ- 
fion at the fury in his looks, the 
was going to clear herſelf from 
an accuſation ſo perfectly ground- 
leſs, when he ftopped her by 
inſiſting upon knowing who the 
raſcal was who had thus taught 
her to ' deſpiſe his commands. In 
vain the proteſted, in vain ſhe 
"wept. He would liſten to nothing 
but a confeſſion of what ſhe was 
in fact wholly innocent. Having 


never 


1 
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never ſeen him thus enraged be- 
fore, all her boaſted courage for- 
ſook her, and tears were the only 
anſwer ſhe had power: to give to 
the queſtions he aſked her. 

Not having a doubt of Willſon's 
veracity, the vile infinuations ſhe 
had thrown out agreeing but too 
well with his own conjectures, 
he now with a thouſand oaths 
{wore ſhe ſhould marry Maynard 
within two days, or go pennyleſs 
to the ſcoundrel for whoſe curſed 
ſake ſhe thus forgot the duty and 
affection due to her father. 80 
ſaying, he again ſent her weeping 
to her apartment, repeating asthe » 

| | went 
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went his orders that ſhe ſhould 
prepare herſelf to attend him to 
church on Thurſday morning, it 
being then Monday. To deſeribe 
her feelings at chat cruel moment 
is impoſſible: all hopes of happi- 
neſs now were at an end; for 
granting ſhe could avoid che 
threatened, juſtly dreaded marriage 
by flight, ſueh were her ſenti- 
ments that while under the diſ- 
pleaſure of à father, happy ſhe 
never could be. At ſome moments 
the was tempted by abſolute de- 
ſpair to go down again and give 
her conſent; no longer caring 
Whether ſhe was wretched or not: 
8 „ dm 
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but when :ſhe- called to mind the 
being to whom ſhe was thus to 
devote the reſt of her days, her 
heart ſhrunk with horror -· fun lib 
thought. The amiable Edmond 
too, though ſhe had no probable 


chance of ever ſeeing him more, 9 
would alſo obtrude himſelf on her 1 
imagination. | 7 1 
Thus diſtreſſed, and unable to { f 
reſolve on' any thing, ſhe grew | | 
painfully impatient for an anſwer | 4 
trom Lady Sedley. But two days 9 
between her and certain miſery ! 3 
wo ſhort days! She hardly knew ; 1 
Whether ſhe moſt wiſhed or 1 
dreaded their being over, that ſhe ,+ Y 


might 
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might know her fate: however 
dreadful, ſhe thought it could not 
be more painful than her preſent 
- ſuſpence. | 


» 
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CHAPTER, VII. 


EXT morning the earneſtly 
wiſhed fot letter was brought 
her by her own maid; luckily no 
orders had yet been given to 
ſtop them, at leaſt, to any per- 
ſon except Willſon, nor indeed 
had ſhe received any ſuch expli- 
citly; yet, 'tis moſt certain, hers 
officious zeal would have led her 
to do it, had it fallen -in her 
way. The contents, which were | 
as follow, gave her the firſt gleam 
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might know her fate: — however 
dreadful, ſhe thought it could not 
be more painful than her preſent 
ſuſ * 
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CHAPTER VI. 


EXT morning the earneſtly 
wiſhed for letter was brought 
her by her own maid; luckily no 
orders had yet been given 
ſtop them, at leaſt, to any per- 
ſon except Willſon, nor indeed 
had ſhe received any ſuch expli- 
citly; yet, 'tis moſt certain, hers 
officious zeal would have led her 
to do it, had it fallen -in her 
way. The contents, which were 
as follow, gave her the firſt gleam 
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of comfort ſhe had enjoyed ſince 


this affair had been in agitation, 


« Your letter, my dear Belinda, 
has exceedingly diſtreſſed me; do 


not miſtake me, and for a mo- 
ment fancy I am going to reject 
the lauen Wer, youhaye. made 
protection, in dale there 400 
be a neceſſity for your taking 
ſach a ſtep; no my beloved girl, 
no. Be aſſured our hearts, as 
well as houſe, ſhall ever be open 
to reteive fo amiable a gueſt. 
Make yourſelf eafy then, my 


dear girl; and, if Mr. Mennill's | 


gnzecounable'! infatuation ſhould 


| really 
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really tempt him ſo far to for- 


get the tenderneſs ſo juſtly due | 


to you, fly to us, is Tantly fly, 
and be aſſured of the kindeſt re- 
ception. 

Vet, that I may ak Locking] 
to reproach myſelf with, let me 
aſk you, my love, are you, can 


you be quite certain chat à far- 


ther acquaintance with this ſo 
highly favoured Maynard, might 
not reconcile you to him by diſ- 


covering good qualities which 


you may hitherto have © over- 

looked ? 4 | 
I think I ſee my Belinda turn 
up her pretty lip at this ma- 


tronly interrogation; but having 
thus 
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thus done my duty, if your heart 


ſuch a ſhare of underſtanding 
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anſwers in the negative, and if 
you muſt either take him, or 
turn heroine, as you call it, pray 
of two evils let us chuſe the 
leaſt; leaving your father's houſe 
to fly to mine will ſurely be as 


| faultleſs 8 ſtep as the nature of 
your ſituation will admit of. 


They muſt be very rigid mortals 
indeed who would not hold t. 
guiltleſs: nay I am perſuaded, 
if upon mature reflection, with 


and diſcernment as you are miſ- 
treſs of, you continue to think 
of him as you did at the mo- 
ment vou wrote the letter now 

before 
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before me, he muſt be not only 
unworthy of you, but your. fa- 
ther's prejudice will alſo evapo- 
rate on a farther acquaintance 
with him, and all will again be 
well. | 
But this is not all I have to 
ſay to you, my dear Belinda, 
and what remains will, I hope, 
give you pleaſure; Sir James is 
obliged to be in London to-mor- 
row, where he has bufineſs which 
will probably detain him a week 
or a fortnight. I had not quite 
determined to accompany - him 
till I received your letter, tho! 
we had talked of it: but I now 
am, not only that I may be near 
Ys him, 
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him, but you alſo, in caſe of ac- 
Should you be obliged to eſcape 
from tyranny, it will be far caſter 
for you, my dear, ig reach Wim- 
pole- ſtreet in ſafety, than Wind- 
for, for I preſume you will be 
obliged to come unattended - to 
| either. N 
| Depend- PRA on my being. in 
town a very few hours after this 
letter; and if I can be of any 
poſſible ſervice, you have only 
to command me; Sir james bids 
me ſay the ſame thing for him, 
4 2 a trouble I believe I might have 
| ſpared myſelf, fince- you know the 
n e he has for nn 
Kalt Adieu! 
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Adieu! my dear "ſuffering girl! 
I truſt all will yet be well. Will 
you | pardon my forgetting even 
to mention your favorite Edmond, 
1 will not jnterrogate you again, 
Belinda, or I might, you know, 
aſk how, on fo ſhort an acquaint- 
ance, you could contrive to diſco- 
ver ſuch perfections in him. 

+ Becauſe, anſwers my ſaucy friend, 
they were fully as _ conſpicuous 


as his vile, impertinent brother's 
defects. Le 
Farewell! 
To Your's ever. 


HARRIOT SEDLEY, 


N 1 


This 


G. | 
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This letter was indeed a cordial 
do the drooping: ſpirits. of poor 
Belinda, half her troubles at leaſt 

ſeemed to vaniſh as ſhe peruſed 
its friendly contents. 
Why ſhould I thus diſtreſs my- 
ſelf, thought ſhe, why give way 
to deſpair? Surely duty cannot 
demand that I ſhould become. 2 
| voluntary ſacrifice, merely to pleaſe 
-the-caprice of an unfeeling father 
-—impoſſibte—nor will I—'tis ſuf- 
ficient if I never marry without 
his conſent. This 1 certainly will 
never do, at leaſt 7 think I ne- 
ver will. Why then, by what 
law, buman or divine, has my 
father a right to compell me to 


TD 


7,62 marry” 
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marry a man I deteſt; no, I will 
fy to my amiable, my generous, 
kind friends, While under their 
protection, I need not fear the 
cenſure of the world. Thank 


heaven I have ſo eligible a re- 


ſource. Away then with theſe 


horrid fears; I will weep no more, 


but with becoming fortitude await 
the hour that muſt decide whe- 
ther I am or am not to accept 
their obliging invitation. 

With her heart more at caſe 


than when ſhe laſt addreſſed him, 
ſhe now again wrote to her fa- 


ther the moſt ſubmiſſive letter 


any reaſonable man could poſ- 


ſibly deſire, promiſing obedience 
Vor. I, I to 
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to all his commands, would he 
but permit her to reject Mr. May- 
nard. Willſon was a ſecond time 
ſent down. © - 
"6 What bave we here,” cried 
he, as ſhe with fimpering looks 
preſented it to him: © I truſt the 
young lady has found I am not 
a man to be trifled with, and is 
come to a proper way of think- 
gs 0: 195 1 £4 
« T hope ſo, Sir,” ſaid Willſon 
J am ſure if ſhe is not, ſhe 
but ill deſerves the bleſſing of 
ſo. indulgent, ſo kind a father.“ 
While ſhe. uttered this flatter- 
ing ſpeech; he was glancing his 
eye over the paper, but ſoon 
| found 
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found he was diſappointed in his 
expectations. With a look of indig- 
nation he threw it from him, and 
bidding her at her peril bring 
him any more ſuch impertinent 
ſcrawls, ordered her to return 
and tell his daughter ſhe- had 
heard his laſt, his final deter- 
mination, and had only to pre- 
pare herſelf accordingly. 

Up went the ſelf important 
Mrs. Willfon, who delivered her 
meſſage in due form. Belinda, 
during her abſence, had been re- 
flecting in what manner it would | 
be wiſeſt to behave, ſuppoſing this 
letter alſo failed in its _putpoſe—a 

I 2 — bitle 


„ 


little diſſimulation appeared to her 
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the beſt plan ſhe could adopt. 
e Well,” ſaid ſhe, © all is over 


then, and I muſt I find ſubmit 


to my fate.” 


« That's a dear good young 
lady, crigd Willſon, quite delighted 


to hear matters were likely to 


take ſo defirable a turn. O how 
pleaſed will my maſter be, how 
bappy will this ſubmiſſion make 
him, and you top, Miſs; I am 


ſure, yes perfectly ſure, for a finer, 


handſomer, comlier gentleman 
than Mr, Maynard, I never ſet 

Yes on.” 
1 am glad,” a Miſs 
Menuill, * my determination is 
| likely 
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fikely to give ſuch general ſatis- 
faction; you may go, continued 
ſhe, I wiſh to have a little 
leiſure to reflect on the important 
change that is ſo ſoon, ſo very 
ſoon to take place in my fitua- 
tion,” 

« Aye, no wonder, my dear 
young lady, no wonder. I have 
your permiſſion then, have I not, 


to make my maſter quite eaſy.” 


« Oh by all means if you can,” 


anſwered Miſs Mennill; “ it has 


ever been my firſt wiſh that he 
ſhould be fo.” | 


Willſon, with a triumphant ſmile 


8 1 
on her ruddy countenance, curt- 


eyed, and flew to impart the 
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glad tidings to her maſter. Their 
joy was mutual, nor am I cer- 
tain but they both at that happy 
moment had an eye to an event 
not unlikely to happen in conſe- 
quence of this fortunate revolu- 
tion. 

Miſs Mennill was now ſuffered 
to dine with her father, and all 
animoſity ſeemed totally forgotten. 
He was kind; and ſhe appeared, 
if not extravagantly happy, tolc- 
rably content. 

Being fully determined to put 
herſelf under Lady Sedley's pro- 
tection the next morning, her 
only wiſh now was that the day 
might paſs without a vifit from 

her. 


THE FAIR" FUGITIVE. 1756 


her impertinent lover; but this 
was not to be; Mr. Mennill had 
inſtantly informed him Belindæ᷑s 
reluctance was vanifhed, and he 
hoped to ſee him that afternoon. 
He came carly—how- was ſhe 
mortified to be thus obliged to 
hear all his inſignificant, unmean- 
ing ſpeeches without à frown, or 
daring to rally him A8 ſhe had 
formerly done. 

The hours he ſtaid appeared 
endleſs. She every moment peeped 
at her watch—ſhe hinted having 
letters to write—orders to give 
twas all in vain. He was in rap- 
tures now at her knees n 

viewing his irrefiſtible perſon in 
4 ; 14 tlie 
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the glaſs, ſwearing he was the 
happieſt of mortals. 
The moſt intolerably conceited 
you mean, thought Belinda. 
- At laſt ſhe complained, and not 
without truth, of a violent head 
ach, and begged leave to retire. 
To this her father conſented, but 
; as ſhe left the room, bid her with 
a ſmile remember Thurſday morn- 
as. 
Charles on his knees echoed 
the injunRtion: and, in ſpite of her 
efforts to prevent it, prefſed her 
hand to his lips. 

The two gentlemen now talked 
the matter over by themſelves, and 
having ſettled every thing for the 
important 
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important hour, they parted for 
chat day. 

Mr. Mennill, however, met Sir 
John as uſual at the coffee houſe, 
and there in high good humour 
talked it over once more with 
him. It was agreed the parties 
concerned were to meet in Port- 
land Place on Thurſday morning, 
and from thence proceed to 
church; wedding finery could be 
procured, they very wiſely confi- 
dered, juſt as well after the ce- 
remony - was over as before, for 
they had ſome reaſon to fear 


delays might be attended with 
danger. | 


Belinda was of the fame opt- 


4 nion, 
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nion, and therefore early next 
morning, having put up a few 
of her moſt valuable effects, ſhe, 
before the prying Mrs. Willſon 
had opened her ſharp eyes, flipped 
out unperceived by any of the 
family, and getting into the firſt 
chair ſhe met with, was ſafely 
conveyed to Sir James Sedley's 
in Wimpole-ſtreet, 

80 great were her agitations 
while preſſed in the arms of her 
affectionate friend, that it was not 
without difficulty ſhe could pre- 
vent her fainting. A glaſs of 
water however relicyed her, 

% Compoſe yourſelf, my dear 
creature,” cried Lady Sedley, lead- 


ing 
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ing her to a ſopha and ſeating 
herſelf by her; you are now 


ſafe, my love; you have nothing 


farther to fear. I am ſorry things 
are brought to this. extremity; but 


do not, cannot blame my. Belinda, 


nor will any reaſonable, ' unpreji- 
diced perſon, I am certain.” 


Miſs Mennill now told her that 


the very next morning had been 


fixed on to make her & wretch 


for life—ſhe bad, been compelled 
to. deceive her father by letting 


him believe ſhe would no longer 
perſiſt in her diſobedience; this 
ſhe confeſſed hurt her feelings be- 
yond expreſſion; but what could 


ſhe do—had ſhe not given hopes 


of 


n 
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of this nature, was it not too pro- 
bable ſhe might have been fo 
narrowly watched as to have put 
it our of her power to eſcape; 
e and then,” added ſhe, « what 
muſt haye become of me, But I 
tremble left my father,” continued 
Miſs Mennill, & ſhould ſuſpect 1 
am here. What if he ſhould come 
himſelf to enquire?” 

« You forget, my dear,” ſaid 
Lady Sedley, that he does not 
know we are in town ; and I had 
the precaution before I left the 
country, to leave orders with my 
people, in caſe any enquiries ſhould 
be made, to ſay we were gone 10 
Scarborough; ſo all we have now 

70 
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to do is to let as few of our 
friends as we can know we are 
here.” 

«© How kind, how conſiderate 
have you been, my dear friend, 
I had indeed forgot that circum- 
ſtance; but do for heaven's ſake 
tell me, do you think my father 
will be inflexible? do yon think 
he. will? ſurely when convinced 
as he muſt be by the ftep 1 
have taken, how unconquerable my 
repugnance was to the wretched 
match he had fo unfortunately pro- 
jected, ne will forgive and _ 
me again into favor.“ 

« No doubt of it,” replied her 
friend; * I cannot doubt it; but 

we 
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we muſt have patience, we muſt 


give his paſſion time to ſubſide. 


This is the firſt, the only fault 


he can accuſe. you of; and I think 
when he comes to reflect cooly 
on the ſubject, he will do you 
juſtice, and be ſenſible *tis him- 


ſelf, not you, that is to blame for 
what has happened.” 


Sir James now Joined them, 
and declared he was of his Har- 


riot's opinion. Miſs Mennill now 


began to acquire forng degree of 

compoſure, and endeavoured to 
hon the C forting ſentiments 
of her friends, and being ſeated 
at the breakfaſt table, they laid 
down the beſt. plan they could 


think 
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think of for keeping themſelves 
concealed, but agreed, ſhould Mr. 
Mennill diſcover their being in 
town, and make any enquiries, 
they would evade as far as pofſt- 
ble giving him the information he 
deſired. 

In this ſituation let us leave 
the friendly party, and next ſee 


how matters went on in Portland 
Place. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


TIX 7 ILLfon had orders from her 
maſter to have an elegant break- 
faſt prepared for Thurſday morn- 
ing; his carriage to be ready, &c. 
He had invited a female friend 


to accompany his daughter to church, 
taking that trouble upon himſelf, 


pretty well convinced, that thougł 
Belinda had given her conſent, ſhe 
was not ſo delighted with the 


buſineſs as to haye any farther 
hand 
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hand in it than was abſolutely ne- 

ceflary. = 
Sir John and the exulting bride- 

groom promiſed to be with him 


o > * * - 
| DTS a cet — nt 


carly. Poor Edmond was forgot: 
no invitation; though promiſed, was 
ſent to him. In fine, the impor- 
tant morning came. Willſon had 
repeatedly tapped at her- lady's 
door; but finding it locked, con- 
trary to her uſual cuſtom, con- 
cluded ſhe wiſhed not to be hur- 


tied. I forgot to mention that cir- 


r 
—— 
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cumſtance at the proper moment. 
Belinda, when ſhe left her apart- 
ment, had locked the door and 
put the key in her pocket: with * 
what view is uncertain; but as in 


fact 
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fact it could anſwer no good pup- 
poſe, I am inclined to believe ſhe 
knew not, in the flurry her ſpirits 
were then in, that ſhe had done 
it. After, as J faid before, re- 
peatedly tapping at her door, poor 
Willſon had nothing for it but to 
wait ill Miſs Mennill's bell ſhould 
ring: for though ' this Was intonded 
as a ſummons for her on wo⸗ 
man, ſhe on that day meant, io 
be no leſs ready with her atteny 
dance than Mrs. Betty. 

Lord blefs me?” cried the 
identical Mrs, Betty, who now 
alſo came up, wondering ſhe had 
not yet been called for, „ what 
can my young lady be about? 1 

have 
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have been in the fidgets theſe two 
hours, longing to be employed in 
dreſſing her to the beſt advantage.” 
* Nay heaven knows,” replied 
Willſon ; © bererhava I been wait- 
ing and waiting *till I am weary. 
Surely ſhe cannot be aſleep till now 
on fuch a day chi bio 3510 


At that moment the two Abi-- 


gails, to their utter confuſion, heard 
a carriage drive to the door. 

« Mercy on us,” cried they both 
in a breath, „as ſure as I am a liv= 
ing ſinner the company are arrived.“ 

Down ran Willſon to have a 
peep, and inſtantly returned ſcream- 
ing=<* It was vir John and his 
fon!” All ceremony was now- at 
an end: they both knocked and 
called 
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called with all their might, but 
all 'to no purpoſe. 
Lord have mercy on us!“ 
eried the terrified Betty, “as ſure 
as I lire Madam has in a fit of 
deſpair put an end to her life. I 
always thought how it would end. 
What could my maſter expect ber 
ter? He will now, when too late, 


repent of forcing her inclinations.” 
„ O you frighten me out of 
my very wits!” cried Willſon, a 
little conſcience ſmitten. * What 
ſhall we do? how inform. her fa- 
ther of this deſperate deed—for it 
muſt, it muſt be as you gueſs! 
Alas! that ever I ſhould live to 
fee. this dreadful day!” 


— * 


4 
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At this moment a ſervant came 
with orders to Mrs. Betty to haſten 
her young lady, as breakfaſt waited. 

« Aye, and it may wait long 
enough before my young lady 
partakes of it,” replied Betty, weep- 
ing and ſobbing, for ſhe truly 
loved Miſs Mennill. A fine hand 
they have made of it amongſt 
them.“ 


« Why, what is the matter?“ ſaid 
John. 
© Matter; cried the women 
both in a breath, why Miſs 
Belinda is dead.“ 
Dead!“ exclaimed John, ſtare- 
ing with affright, and his hair 
ſtanding an end, © what in the 
name of heaven do you mean?“ 
: | « Mean, 


j 
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190 
„Mean,“ cried Betty, « why 
that ſhe. has as ſure: as I ſtand 
here alive, hanged- herſelf; for we 
have been knocking. and banging 
at the door theſe two. hours, and 
cannot make her hear.” 

And which of us three,” ſaid 
the terrified John, „ is to carry 
' this news down to our maſter? 
Not I, I promiſe you.” T 

« Nor I,” cried Willfon. 

% Nay, nor I,“ ſaid Betty. © Yet 
if you both go I dare not remain 
here I'm ſure,” looking over her 
ſhoulder as ſhe ſpoke. | 

„ What are you looking at?” 
cried Willſon, ſtarting, ** did hor 


fee wy thing?“ 
1 [hardly 
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«I hardly know whether I ei- 
ther ſee or hear,” replied Betty, 


« for my part. Do let us all 80 
down together.“ 

The parlour bell now rang 
with violence. 

6 Mercy on us,” cried the trem- 
bling group, © what ſhall we do, 
what can we ſay?” 

* day,” anſwered John, ** why 
tell the truth to be ſure; my 
maſter could expect no better,” 

Down they went in a body 


without ceremeny, each of them 


preſſing the others to go fare- 
moſt. They had no ſooner opened 
the door of the apartment where 


the gueſts were afſembled, than 


Mr. Men- 
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Mr. Mennill, wondering what fo 
many of them wanted, cried— 
*« where is my daughter?“ 

« Where,” replied Mrs Willſon, 
putting her handkerchief to her 
eyes to hide her want of tears, 
© in heaven by this time, Sis, I 
fear. 

Up ſtarted the whole party; 
terror and amazement in their looks. 

* Mercy on us! what does the 
woman mean?” cried they all in 
2 breath. © Is Miſs Mennill dead 
then?“ | 
O ladies! O gentlemen !” ſaid 
Willfon, „tis too true I fear for 

e You fear!” exclaimed her maſ- 


ter, in ſome meaſure comforted by 
the 
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the words I fear, which implied a 
doubt, © ſpeak inſtantly in a manner 
to be underſtood, woman, nor thus 
torture me in ſuſpence; how is Be- 
linda??? 
Ah Sir, as I ſaid. before, I fear 
ſne has committed ſome raſh deed, 
for her door is locked ; we have been 
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knocking and ſcreaming at. it for 
theſe two hours but can get no an- 
ſwer.“ = 

e Merciful heaven! what is it I 
hear?“ ſaid Mr. Mennill, conſterna- 
tion, and grief on his countenance; 
at the ſame time going towards the 
door, all the company following 
him with inexpreſſible confuſion, the 
mortified Charles of the number 


K muttering 
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muttering as he went, © by Jupiter 
this is the greateſt bore I ever met 
with, this is carrying the joke too far, 
I chink the alternative was not quite ſo 
deſperate,” ſtealing a ſideglance as he 
paſſed a large mirror. They reached 
Miſs Mennill's door; it was Rill lock- 
ed, her father called her, entreated 
her to open it, for he could not per- 
ſuade himſelf to believe any thing 
more was the matter than ſome re- 


- mains of her former reluQance, 


Which but for a degree of apprehen- 


ſion that the ſervants conjectures 
- might be right, he would have ſevere- 
ly condemned, he called and called 


in vain, his fears, his terrors now 
again took poſſeſſion of him; with 
8 „ | a 


THE FAIR FUGITIVE: + 195 


a voice ſcarce articulate he ordered 
the door to be forced open, when to 
the aſtoniſhment of the whole party 
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on entering the room, no Miſs Men- 
nill was to be found either dead or 
alive, They now gazed on each 
other as if to find an explanation of 
this myſtery. Every cloſet, every 
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corner was minutely ſearched; even 
places where it was utterly impoſ- 
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ſible ſhe could be, were not omit- 
ted; never ſure did a ſet of well -' 
dreſſed beaux and belles make a 
more ridiculous appearance than, 
thoſe. we are now talking of; but the 
principal figure in the piece was the. 
poor mortified, creſt fallen Charles, * 
lie looked ut *tis not in my power 0 5 
2: to 
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to deſcribe how he looked, and to 
compleat his embarraſſment, every 
eye was fixed upon him of courſe,” 

« Why, where in the name of 
heaven” cried the now halt-diſtrac- 
ed Mr. Mennill“ can the headſtrong 
perverſe gipſey have concealed her- 
ſelf ? here ſhe certainly is not. The 
whole houſe: now underwent a tho- 
rough ſearch; all the ſeryants were 
ſtrictly queſtioned; no intelligence, 
no glimmering of light could be pro- 
cured, conſequently they were 
obliged to conclude the young lady 
had fairly given them the flip by 


running away. *Twas nota very plea- 


ſant circumſtance, nor was it by any 
mans flattering to the vanity of 
Charles, 
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Charles, their fituation was awkward 
beyond conception; for ſome mo- 
ments after they returned to the 
room they had in ſuch confuſion 
quitted, a ſilence almoſt totally enſu- 
ed. 

At laſt, * this is, it muſt be con- 


feſſed, a very fooliſh piece of buſineſs” 


ſaid, Mr, Mennill. See my friends : 


what it is to be plagued with the 
charge of a daughter. That ſhe has, 
behaved like a fool there's no diſput- 
ing, the caſe is too clear ; however, 

my good friend,” addreſſing himſelf 
to Sir John, and endeavouring to ſet 
the matter in the faireſt light he 
could,“ will you be kind enough to 
look upon it merely as a girliſh filly; 
K 3 trick, 
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trick, and ſtill wiſh to ſee the affair 
concluded inthe manner you expected 
it would have been by this time? I 
will undertake to promiſe it ſhall; no 
fear but I ſhall find the fly and undu- 
tiful baggage, and find her too, I'll be 
ſworn, cured of her folly ; ſhe will 
not find every houſe ſo convenient 
as ſhe has ever found mine, no, no, 
take my word for it ſhe will be glad 
to return before the week is out. 


What ſay you, young gentleman, have 
you a ſtock of love ſufficient to hold 
out till we recover the fair fugitive, or 
has this ſpecimen of her courage 
damped your g?“ 

* Fore gad replied Charles, I am 
quite petriſied with aſtoniſhment, F E 

Ts never 
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never once conceived; I was the 
kind of being from whom a lady 
would run away, the circumſtance 
is I confeſs new to me; Miſs Men- 
nills taſte I flatter myſelf is rather 
ſingular,” and he caſt an eye on his 
friend the mirror who confirmed his 
afſertion, “yet if a ſtock of love is 
alone wanting to bring our affairs 
once more in train, proceed my dear 
Sir with vigour, I am ſtill your man, 
my courage is not ſo caſily damped, 
the ' more difficulty, the more ho- 
nour, a conqueſt too caſily gaind 
loſes half its charms.” _ St 
* Bravo” cried Sir John. 

* And bravo!” echoed Mr. Men- 
nill ; * ſpoken like 4 fellow of ſpirit, 
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cried he Belinda ſhall yer be your's, 
(taking his hand and giving it a hearty 
ſhake), I here ſwear by all that's ſo- 
lemn and ſacred ſhe ſhall if in the 
land of the living, though ſuch a re- 
ward is rather more than ſhe has 
any claim to.“ 

No matter,” ſaid Sir John, © let us 
ſet her an example worthy her imi- 
tation; we all have ſome faults, 
ſome failings; we - muſt bear and 
forbear, forget and forgive.” Theſe 


ſentiments met with general ap- 


plwK⸗auſe, and nothing now remained 


in order to reſtore all things to peace 
again, except finding the fair run- 
away. Much was ſaid by every one 
in turn concerning the way moſt 
likely 
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likely to ſucceed, and each one pro- 
miſed to uſe their beſt endeavours for 
this purpoſe. 

Charles ſwore he would get a 
ſearch warrant to examine every 
houſe in London, and had not a 
doubt but his propitious ſtars would 
guide him to the object of his ado- 
ration; again he was applauded for 
his ſpirited ſpeech, and the party 
broke up in order that no time might 
be loſt in the buſineſs. 
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